TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

Torch Lake township
Planning Commission Meeting
Community Service Building
Approved (No Changes) Minutes 
October 20, 2025

Present: Clarke, Walker, Graves, Carleton
Absent: Ellison-Coats
Others: S. Kopriva
Audience: 3
Recording Secretary: M. Merchant



1. Call to Order Regular Meeting-called to order at 7:00pm by Clarke
2. Pledge of Allegiance-recited
3. Consideration of Agenda-approved by consent
4. Conflict of Interest-none
5. Approval of Minutes of August 18, 2025-Graves makes motion to adopt minutes subject to modification of the second item under #11.  Carleton seconds.  Passes 4-0
6. Public Comment:
· Wendy McWhorter shares her concerns about the preservation of Torch Bay Nature Preserve with regards to trash collection.  Requests the township provide trash cans and cigarette receptacles.  
· Maureen Lorenz makes statement in support of McWhorter’s comments.
· S. Kopriva adds that any comments or concerns for the Nature Preserve can be directed to the Zoning Administrator.
7. Correspondence-none
8. Unfinished Business:
a. Park and Recreation Plan: Kopriva gives brief overview of the Park and Recreation Plan draft. 5-year plan, submitted to the state to be eligible for possible grant money.  Must be adopted and uploaded by February 1st to apply for aid by April 1st.  Board will review it at the Nov. meeting.  Once approved, review period and public hearing will follow. 
Discussion of the Park and Recreation draft follows, action plan created.  See specific details online.
Clark makes a motion to favorably submit the proposed recreation plan for approval by the township board at their upcoming November meeting subject to final edits as discussed in tonight’s meeting.  Second by Graves. Passes 4-0
b. Master Plan-Survey/Open House Summary: Roughly 1/3 of the township residents returned the survey.  General consensus seems to be on preserving a natural and rural community.  Next steps will include looking at existing and future land use, and implementation of the Master Plan.

9. New Business-none
10.  On-Going Reports:

1. Zoning Administrator’s Report-Finishing up some enforcement items related to people living in campers without permits. 57 land use permits issued year to date.  ZBA organization meeting next month.  
2. PC Representative to ZBA-none
3. TLT Board Representative on PC Report-2 new Flock License Plate Readers to be installed.  Work has been done at the Day Park.  New EMT hired.  Possible Trash Day in the works for 2026.  New PC member nominee, a new ZBA member.  A potential speed study on NW Torch Lake Drive. Concerns about speed limit at M88 and US31 intersection.
11.  Public Comment-none

12. Concerns of Commission:
A. Chair-happy to see the recreation plan in the works and the Master Plan getting done.
B. Members-none
13.  Adjournment-Motion by Graves/Carleton to adjourn at 8:20pm Passes 4-0

Please see full meeting online for more details.

