TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP 

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

APPROVED  MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

APRIL 15, 2014 

COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING 

TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP 

Present:  Martel, Schultz, Goossen, Amos and Windiate 

Absent:  None 

Audience:  16 

1. The meeting convened at 7:00 followed by the pledge to the flag.  

2. Minutes:  Motion by Schultz to approve Minutes of March 18, 2014 as prepared was seconded and passed 

5-0.  Motion by Goossen to approve Minutes of March 19, 2014 with corrections was seconded and passed 5-0.  In item 2 line 5, add “Advanced Life Support” and parenthesis around (ALS).  At the end of line 5 add a period after “$650,000.”  In line 6 remove “plus $200,000 in projected run fees”.  In item 3 line 9, add “of Torch Lake Township” after name Becky Norris.  In line 13 add “of Torch Lake Township” after name Ed Comai.  In item 4 line 15 add name “Tom Persons” after EMS director.  Motion by Goossen to approve 

Minutes of March 22, 2014 with corrections was seconded and passed 4-0 with Amos abstaining from vote.  In item 2 E line 3, put period after “presented.” and remove “but this is not a budgeted Fund.  Interest from this fund can be used”.  In item 5, change time to read “10:57”.  In item 7 C change vote to read “3-1 with Schultz voting no”.  In item 8 second line, add “Advanced Life Support” before (ALS).  Motion by Goossen to approve Minutes of April 9, 2014 with corrections was seconded and passed 5-0.  In item 1, at the end of second paragraph, add [He stated he thought the best solution was to work out an agreement with Elk Rapids and Milton Townships].  In item 2 line 10, remove “IT doesn’t say they are going to be our ALS”.  In item 3 line 2, add “an” in front of “intercept”.  In item 5 line 9, after “his wife” add “who is head of the emergency room in Saginaw”. In item 6 line 2, add “s” to “townships”. 

3. Correspondence:  1. Windiate read email received from Diana Hein regarding MMR presentation.  2. Announcement made that Erickson road was closed due to flooding.   

4. Agenda Content:  Motion by Amos to approve with the addition of OEO March report for approval was seconded and passed 5-0. 

5. Citizen Commentary:  1. Mr. Keith Termaat, president of Township Neighbors Network, read a statement regarding a public policy issue being featured in the TNN newsletter.  The December issue published a correction/retraction of an error and an apology for the use of insensitive language in the November edition.  President Termaat would like to add his personal apologies to Mr. Ken Fowler and his companies for that error.  There is a lawsuit filed against Township Neighbors Network and Mr. Termaat personally.  During this time there will continue to be public discussion of ground water depletion.  2. Mr. Bob Spencer addressed the Board, reminding them if they approve a new job description for Zoning Administrator, not to forget to have it supersede the previous one.  He also suggested the Board take a look at how much time the Zoning Administrator is needed and adjust the wages appropriately.  3.  Sheriff Bean reported on 911 stats, comparing them to 2013.  He also commented on the short-handed staff.  The retirement of Jeff Wynkoop was also mentioned. 4. Mr. Tony Dell’Acqua introduced himself as account executive for MiSpot Highspeed Wireless Internet.  Anyone needing more information may contact him. 

6. Consent Agenda:  Motion by Goossen to remove items D, E and F for discussion was seconded and passed 

5-0. Motion by Amos to approve items A, B, C and G was seconded and passed 5-0. On item D. EMS report, Schultz reminded Persons to hand in support documents for the new charge account with Blarney Castle.  She is also asking for a copy of the expenditures from the Trauma Class.  On item E Fire Report, Schultz wanted to say thank you to the four members who completed Firefighter 1 and 2 classes.  She would like the chief to include their names in the next report.  Item F, Martel introduced Josh  Vey as the new Ordinance Enforcement Officer (OEO).  Also, in regard to ice shanties, DNR handles those incidents.  Motion by Windiate to approve items D, E and F (March and April) was seconded and passed 5-0. 

7. A. Planning Commission:  Goossen reported work on Zoning Ordinance amendments continues, with Ag zone being approved and submitted to the county for review.  Short term rentals, accessory buildings and definitions were tabled until next month.  B. Martel announced that Jerroll Drenth will not be running for District No. 1 Antrim County Commissioner. 

8. Discussion:  

A. 2008 EMS Study/Advisory Council.  Martel has wondered how to move forward with our EMS toward Advanced Life Support (ALS).   Maybe the next move is to get it away from us to a committee.  Included in the handouts is a proposed structure for an EMS advisory council as well as the 2008 EMS Committee Final Report.  Goossen commented we have heard from 3 companies, with the 4th option being township control.  He would like to hear the costs involved for that.  He likes the idea of a citizen group to gather info for comparison, with a clear end-date in mind.   Schultz mentioned that we haven’t talked to the other two townships yet as a Board, either.  Let’s start there, back up a little.  Amos commented on the completeness of the 2008 report.  His concern is about the service for our people, no matter who the intercept is with.  He believes we need to meet with the other two townships for discussion of the RfPs and move this forward.  He stressed it is not so much about the cost but rather the service to our community. Windiate agrees we need to meet with the other two townships, but perhaps a committee could help us organize our thoughts and put together the questions that we need to ask next.  We had also mentioned an ambulance authority between the three townships to run our own ambulance. Martel is putting together an Agenda as we speak so we can go into these meetings prepared.  No formal action was taken at this time. 

B. Phragmites Ordinance:  Martel has combined the Phragmites ordinance and two amendments into one document with everything included.  No further action is needed at this time. 

C. Preserve Road and Road End Ordinance:  The concern is jurisdiction.  The County gave us the road ends, but it’s nothing in terms of jurisdiction and what we can take care of down there.  We need to go to the County and see if they will give us more of the road.  This would allow us to control parking, etc.  Martel will follow up on this. 

D. Zoning Administrator Draft:  Take a look at the draft.  We have had one application and one inquiry about the job so far.  We will need an approved job description.  Goossen asked if we had ever had the Ordinance Enforcement Officer and Zoning Administrator as a combined position, or would it be possible. We will make a decision on this at the May Board meeting. 

E. Freedom of Information (FOIA) and Open Meetings Act (OMA) and Document Retention Policy.  The draft tonight was created by Martel with the help of Bob Spencer.  The Township had originally stated this would be completed by June 1st but Mr. Spencer has given us leeway on the time.  Look this over for now with any questions and eventually it will go to Millar for legal review. 

9. Citizen Commentary:  There was none. 

10. Township Board Members:  Next Board Meeting Expectations: After tonight’s meeting, Martel will work on the following:  Clearing up the dates used for EMS, Fire and OEO reports; set up a joint meeting with Elk Rapids, Milton and Torch Lake Townships to include boilerplate agreement and any feedback from other townships that have already done this; get report of EMS costs for township to go ALS. 

11. Board Commentary:  Amos commented about posted Minutes on the website being in Word format rather than pdf. 

12. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:08 PM. 

These Minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.   

Kathy S. Windiate 

Township Clerk 

