TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 15, 2013
COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING
TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present:  Martel, Schultz, Amos, Goossen and Windiate
Absent:  None
Audience:  11

1.  Meeting convened at 7:00 PM followed by pledge to the flag.
2. Minutes:  Motion by Schultz to approve Minutes of December 13, 2012 as prepared was seconded and passed 4-0, with Goossen abstaining from vote.  Motion by Schultz to approve Minutes of Special Meeting December 28, 2012 with corrections was seconded and passed 4-0 with Goossen abstaining from vote.  In item 2B, line 9, correct the Motion to read “approve Amy E. Jenema as assessor”.  In item 2C, line 2, correct the Motion to read “dated 10/18/2012, allowing the County to bill the Township 62 cents per parcel service cost for a list of prepared services, material and data rendered to help assist the Township needs”.  Motion by Amos to approve Minutes of December 28, 2012 Closed Session was seconded and passed 4-0, with Goossen abstaining from vote. 
3. Correspondence/Announcements:  A copy of the Assessor Contract is included for Board.
4. Motion by Schultz to approve Agenda Content with additions was seconded and passed 5-0.  Add item 8 F. Cable Contract with Charter.
5. Citizen Commentary:  1. Sheriff Bean presented 911 report and Total Events Report for 2012.  Also mentioned new hires in the Sheriff Department, including Matt Gerkin, John Morris, Ryan Gettel and Richard Nagy; the narrow broad banding is done, which includes simulcast; a Homeland Security Grant was received.  Sheriff Bean was thanked for regularly attending our Board meetings.  2.  Dick Williams, representing the UTLA, asked about any future plans for the Day Park, trails, etc.  Martel responded that we have applied for Grant money from the Tribe, we are in the process of receiving proposals for ground cover for the playground area, and that he will be attending a DNR workshop about the Grant process.  UTLA would be happy to help in any way.
6. Consent Agenda:  Schultz asked that the Fire Report be pulled for discussion.  The Motion by Amos to approve Agenda Content was seconded and passed 5-0.  Schultz praised Ryan Bigelow for the report and how nicely it had been prepared.  There should be a correction to “Other News” which stated that Rick Stasch had resigned.  Actually, Rick has retired from the department.  Schultz and the Board took this opportunity to thank Rick for his service to the department.  With that said, the Motion by Goossen to approve Fire Report was seconded and passed 5-0.
7. Informational Items:  There were none to report.
8. Discussion/Action:
A.  Planning Commission Nominations:  Martel nominated Chuck Goossen as Board representative and Wally Juall as member.  Motion by Martel to approve Chuck Goossen as Planning Commission representative until Nov 20, 2014 was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Schultz to approve Wally Juall as Planning Commission representative was seconded and passed 5-0.
B. Zoning Amendment Change:  After brief discussion the Motion by Martel to accept zoning ordinance changes relating to chapter 20 Zoning Board of Appeals as stated in Version 3 December 11, 2012 was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.  The changes included changing the number of alternates from one to “one or two”; changing a section title from “Variances” to “Dimensional Variances”; the list of criteria when considering variances states that “all four of the criteria must be met”.  The amendment will become effective 8 days after publication in local newspaper.
C. Board of Review Appointments:  Martel nominated Stan Dawson, Bill Laakko and Wally Juall for two year appointments to the Board of Review.  Motion by Windiate to approve the recommendations of the Supervisor to appoint the nominees for a two year term through December 2014 was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.
D. Transfer of Funds:  Motion by Schultz to approve transfer of $4500 from Fund Balance to 101-101-930-000 Repairs/Maintenance was seconded and passed 5-0, roll call vote.  Motion by Schultz to transfer $4000 from Fire Fund Balance to 206-336-981-000 Capital Outlay was seconded and passed 5-0 roll call vote.
E. Discussion of “on duty” weekday firefighters.  The cost would be approximately $70,000 a year to have two fire fighters scheduled 12 hours a day, 5 days a week.  Martel would like the Board to consider the possibilities.
F. Cable Contract:  Motion by Windiate to approve the change to Charter for telephone, cable and internet service as per their proposal was seconded and passed 5-0.
9. Citizen Commentary:  1. Knoechel asked whether Charter had provided a phone number for service calls.  It is difficult to call them for service.  2. Leys reminded the Board the fire department also does traffic control.
10. Schultz welcomed Mr. Goossen to the Board; Martel stated the white ash trees are dying--all over.  Look around, as they will fall over, maybe on your house; Schultz reminded folks dog licenses are available at the township office.
11. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

Kathy S. Windiate
