TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD

DECEMBER 15, 2009

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Others:  Todd Millar
Audience:  5

1. Meeting convened at 7:04 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.  

2. Minutes:  Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of October 20, 2009 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0; Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of Special Meeting November 5, 2009 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0; Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of Special Meeting November11 2009 with the following additions was seconded and passed 5-0.  At heading, add “The purpose of this Special Meeting is to review and approve November expenditures”.  In item 3, delete the last two sentences beginning with “The cost...” and “To make it...”  Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of Special Meeting December 3, 2009 with the following correction is seconded and passed 5-0. In item 3A, line d, add…Electric coverage and “we” inspect annually.
3. Correspondence received from Franklyn and Diane Wosek regarding the paving of Erickson Road was read into the record.  Parker states the Board is interested in considering it and will look for additional funds in the next budget.
4. Approval of Agenda Content.  Motion by Schultz to approve content with change to 8 F to read “ZBA in General” is seconded and passed 5-0.
5. Citizen Commentary.  Ed Knoechel 1.  Charter “franchise fee” on previous customer bill was a mistake and should be credited back to the customer, per Charter.  No one should have been charged that fee.   2.  The flashing lights at the Community Service Building on the yellow emergency vehicle signs will probably not be installed by the end of this year as promised by MDOT.  3.  Signs for the day park building, nature center building, DNR launch site and South fire station are done and ready to be installed.  These signs show the physical address of these places for the purpose of emergency cell phone calls.  The question was asked whether we needed one at Barnes Park.  Because it is a County park, it was decided to speak with Jerroll Drenth, the Antrim County Commissioner and ask for their cooperation.  Parker will make the call.
6. Consent Agenda.  Request to hold Clerk expenditures and EMS report out.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve the remaining reports as prepared is seconded and passed 5-0.  Clerk addressed checks #24249 and #24255, which are both voids and corrected checks to be issued.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve expenditures as corrected is seconded and passed 5-0.  After discussion and clarification, Motion by Tomlinson to approve the EMS report, including the SAD amounts to be paid is seconded and passed 5-0. 
7. Informational items. A.  Martel reported the County Planning Commission saw two films on the economic conditions in Michigan.  Both films received mixed reviews.  Neither film addressed where the jobs are in northern Michigan.  B.  Tomlinson reported on the township Planning Commission Public Hearing.  They have decided to keep the PRD in addition to the PUD zones and have requested the Planner to go back and do some more work.  C.  Parker commented on the roof repair at the South fire station, which is completed and was a very good job.  D.  Parker also commented that the clearing project is done at the cemetery and seeding will be done in the spring.  
8. Items for Discussion.  A.  Motion by Tomlinson to move to closed session at 7:57 PM to meet with Township attorney is seconded and passed roll call vote 5-0.  Motion by Tomlinson to return to open session at 8:40 PM is seconded and passed roll call vote 5-0.  Motion by Tomlinson to send Parker and Schultz as Township representatives to the mediation meeting on January 14, 2010 is seconded and passed 5-0.  B.  Parker is in the process of putting together the Township Newsletter to go out to the public in March.  If you have material to be included please submit as soon as possible.  C.  Parker has been asked and has agreed to participate with Elk Rapids and Milton Townships to work on septic system “Inspection on Transfer” Ordinance.  D.  EMS medical insurance.  It is suggested that the Township look into other options or sources for insurance, perhaps get some agents to come and speak to us.  Parker will look into it.  E.  Motion by Schultz to approve 2010 regular Board Meeting schedule with one change to December 16th is seconded and passed 5-0.  F.  After lengthy discussion about the Zoning Board of Appeals, in general, there was a Motion by Tomlinson and seconded to request the Planning Commission make a change to Section 20.01 of the Zoning Ordinance, as suggested by the memo from the Supervisor, which changes the alternate requirement from 2 required to 1 optional and in Section 20.03 A. remove the requirement for quarterly meetings.  Motion was seconded and after further discussion was approved 4-1, with Martel casting the single nay vote.
9. Board Commentary.  Tomlinson would like 1.  To recommend the Township consider giving the oath of office to other township officials, as recommended by MTA, such as Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Assessor, Fire Chief and Zoning Administrator;  2.  Regarding the Broad Band fiber optics coming up US 31.  Parker and Schultz believe the reference was to US 131, not 31, and it was not coming to Eastport; 3. Regarding the contract for the Township Planner.  Mr. Grobbel will be reducing his rate from $85 to $65 per hour.  Schultz and Tomlinson would like to see the contract; 4. Regarding building maintenance and heat.  When are they coming back to look at the heat?  Parker‘s response is this week.  5. Have we talked to the Sheriff about “contract” for constable?  Can Tomlinson make the call?  Parker has talked to one retired deputy who wanted $25 per liquor inspection.  Martel asked the Board to look into Budget funds that may be left over to use for the Road Fund and Erickson Road.  
10. From the audience, EMS director Kip Ditlow showed the new File of Life packets now available to the community.  

11. With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk

