DRAFT MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD

FEBRUARY 17, 2009

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel and Windiate

Absent:  Tomlinson

Audience:  10

1. Meeting convened at 7:00PM followed by the Pledge to the Flag.

2. Minutes of Jan 20th, Feb 5th and Feb 12th.  Motion by Schultz to approve Jan 20th minutes as written seconded and passed 4-0.  Motion by Schultz to approve Feb 5th minutes as written seconded and passed 4-0.  Motion by Parker to approve minutes of Feb 12th as written seconded and passed 4-0. 

3. Correspondence:  Antrim County Planner with a Parks & Rec questionnaire to be forwarded to our Recreation Committee per Parker.

4. Agenda content approved by Motion of Windiate seconded and passed 4-0.
5. Citizen Commentary:  1. Sheriff Dan Bean was present with 911 report (already included in Board packet).  There will be computers up and running by March here and at the other 3 sub stations.  There was recent approval for a sub station in Banks Township in Ellsworth.  2. Bill Everett thanked the Board for the plywood added to the EMS bunk beds.  It’s much better sleeping!  3. Ron Frohriep questioned what plans the Township has for paving Erickson Road.  Parker replied that it is not currently included in the budget and doesn’t know if it will be.  

6. Consent Agenda is approved by Motion of Schultz, seconded and passed 4-0.

7. Informational Items:  A. County Planning Commission has nothing to report per Martel.  B. Special Board Meetings are scheduled February 12th, 16th, 19th and 23rd (if required).  Special Board Meeting 5:30 Thursday March 5th to work on Policy Book.  Next regular Board Meeting Tuesday March 17th at 7 PM.  C.  Board of Review meetings are scheduled and posted for March 3rd, 9th, 11th and 13th.  D.  Constable Posting was closed February 6th.  There were 3 applicants.  One did not meet the requirements, one may, and one was very qualified.  
8. Items for Discussion and Possible Board Action:  A. EMS Billing Clerk.  After interviewing 4 applicants the EMS Director recommends the Board hire Gerry Sell.  Motion by Windiate to accept the EMS Director’s recommendation to hire Ms Gerry Sell is seconded and passed 4-0, effective March 1st.  B.  School District “per unit” tax collection fee contracts will remain the same as last year at both schools.  C.  BS&A Software:  Motion by Schultz to approve BS&A upgrade for both the Equalizer Assessing and Equalizer Tax software programs is seconded and passed 4-0.  D.  Motion by Schultz to approve the Revision to EMS Employment Agreement with the following additions: 6. “I understand and that if I am convicted of driving under the influence of alcohol or any other controlled substance, or if I acquire 6 or more points for moving violations I will automatically be terminated from employment of the EMS department”.  7.  “I certify that I have received a copy of the Torch Lake Township Authorized Driving of Emergency Vehicles Policy and understand that I am responsible to know its contents and abide by them.”  8. “, or as required by an appropriate regulatory agency” 9. “a” 14. “In signing this document I certify that I have received a copy of the Torch Lake Township’s Unwanted Conduct and Sexual Harassment Policy and understand that I am responsible to know its contents and abide by them.” Motion seconded and passed 4-0.  E.  Motion by Schultz to revise the Depository Designations Resolution to add Northwestern Bank is seconded and passed 4-0.  F.  Teleconference Policy.  After considerable discussion, there is a Motion by Windiate and seconded to postpone the decision, make changes to the draft and consult with the attorney.  Motion carried 3-1.

9. Board Commentary:  Motion by Windiate to add propane expenses to the utility list to allow propane to be paid in a timely fashion is seconded and passed 4-0.  Windiate informs the Board the electricity has been turned off at the old township building.  Parker informs the Board the long distance service has been switched to Total Call effective immediately.  Schultz reminds the Board the MTA meeting will be February 24th in Elk Rapids.  Also, reminds all departments to please turn out the lights when finished.  Martel asks what is being done with the old building.  We need to get it re-listed and ready for sale.  It is suggested we have it appraised by an independent commercial appraiser.  Maryanne Jorgenson mentions Michael Tarnow from Traverse City.  Parker and Schultz will look into the situation.  

10. Citizen Commentary:  Don Leys submits to the Board a Hall Rental report.
11. With no further business the meeting is adjourned at 8:35 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk

