MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2008

Present:   Supervisor Spencer, Clerk Leech, Treasurer Schultz, Trustees Parker & Martel        Audience: 21 +/-

Absent:  None 

1. Call to order was at 7:00 p.m. by Spencer who led the pledge to the flag.

2. Motion by Parker to approve the August 19 meeting minutes with correction that 8.e. first word should be Spencer and motion by Schultz to approve the September 4 special meeting minutes were seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Correspondence:  None.

4. Motion by Schultz to approve the agenda content  was seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Comment:  L. Mottern introduced Carol Apol who spoke on the presence of the invasive Phragmite plant in neighboring townships.  See web site www.greatlakesjewel.com for information.
6. Motion by Parker to approve the consent agenda was seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Informational items:  a. Parker reported on Planning Commission activity.  b. Martel reported on County Planning Commission activity.  c. Spencer and Parker reported on Township financial projections in response to untrue rumors that the Township missed its first loan payment and is going bankrupt.  Anyone interested in seeing the projections is invited to come in and view them.  d. Parker recapped Communications Survey results.  It was the consensus of the board that the committee should now put together a presentation to take to communication companies.  

8. Discussion/Action Items: a. Spencer recapped the Lake Access and Use Zoning Ordinance Amendment proposed by the Planning Commission that amends Section 2.13 of the Zoning Ordinance.  2.13.D., which exempts public road endings, was discussed.  It was proposed that the following wording be added to clarify why they are exempt.:  “….as they are governed by the Public Parks, Accesses and Road End Use Ordinance and the Public Access and Mooring Ordinance.”   Sec. 2.13.C. 2. was also discussed.  It was proposed that “(see Section 23.01)” be added after “as defined in this Ordinance” in the last sentence.  Motion by Leech to approve the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance with the modifications as discussed to Section 2.13.C.2 and 2.13.D. was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  b. Proposed Rental Policy discussed.  Page 3, C.  Wilkinson Historical Society is to be added as exempt from a fee.  Changes were proposed as follows: C. 1. B. Remove reference to 501(C) (3) to read “Non-profit organizations whose purpose is health education”.   A. 6. 4TH line, change to read “In consideration of me or my organization” and change “behave” to “behalf” in the second line.  Martel requested no action until next month.  c. Spencer moved, pursuant to Section 04 of the Agreement for Professional Services between consultant Lawrence R. Sullivan (d.b.a. Community Planning Assistance) approved by the Township Board on May 20, 2003, that the consultant be notified in writing that his services to the Township are hereby terminated effective September 24, 2008 and that he shall be paid for all services rendered to the date of termination and for all related fees and expenses.  The motion was seconded and passed 5-0.  d. The public opinion survey was postponed to work on at a special work session scheduled for October 16th at 5:30 p.m.  e. It was agreed the Eastport facility will be winterized and heat turned off after it is emptied and cleaned.  f. Damage to the NW Torch Lake Drive boat ramp was discussed.  Ramp will be closed later this fall pending repair in the spring.  g. Motion by Parker to approve the Planned Equipment Maintenance Agreement dated July 10 from Cummins Bridgeway LLC to service the Emergency Power Generation System was seconded and passed 5-0.  

9. Motion by Parker to go into executive session to review a privileged communiqué received from legal consul was seconded and passed 5-0.  The board left at 9:45 p.m. and returned at 10:00 p.m. with no action taken.

10. Board comment:  Parker advised he would meet with Schultz & Martel for input re the presentation for the communication companies.  Martel commented on the Phragmites concern and on wind power.

11. Citizen Comment:  Ed Knoechel requested that he be contacted at POB  446, Eastport, 49627 if anyone notices a street sign in need of repair or replacement so action can be taken before winter sets in.

12. Adjournment was at 10:15p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

