MINUTES OF AUGUST 19, 2008 TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Present:  Supervisor Spencer, Clerk Leech, Treasurer Schultz, Trustees Parker and Martel.    Audience: 18 +/-

1. Call to order at 7:00p.m. in the Community Services Building was followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes were approved as follows:  July 15 regular meeting by motion of Parker; July 15 closed meeting by motion of Martel; July 22 special meeting by motion of Parker.  The motions were seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Correspondence:  Letter of August 1 from Charter VP T. Ransberger, letter of August 8 from E. Porter of Porter Builders to DEQ, letter from Banks Twp. Clerk, D. Heeres.

4. Agenda Content was approved by motion of Schultz, which was seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Torch Lake Protection Alliance Executive Director, R. Ludwa, presented an aerial photograph of Torch Lake and surrounding area to the citizens of Torch Lake Township for display in the Community Services Building.   Supervisor Spencer accepted the framed photo on behalf of the people.

6. Citizen Comment:  J. Kessler on Phragmite, an invasive plant.  Banks Twp. Supervisor T. Mann on EMS service.

7. Consent Agenda:  7a. Expenditures was removed at the request of Martel.  Motion by Parker to approve Consent Agenda 7b through 7g was seconded and passed 5-0.  Re 7a. Martel queried re the legal fees payments.  Schultz, questioned if Comstock Construction check was a final payment.  Motion by Parker to approve 7a as submitted was seconded and passed 5-0.

8. Information Items: a. Parker reported on Planning Commission activity.  b. No County Planning Commission report by Martel.  C. Fire Chief Dawson gave an update re filling the Assistant Chief vacancy.  d.  Parker recapped results of recent Communications survey.  e.  Parker addressed issue of north and south property addresses.  f.  Lee Scott, Planning Commission Chair, spoke  on options for PUD approval procedures.  

9. Discussion/Action Items:  a. Motion by Leech to accept the recommendation of the EMS Director and offer the open weekday shift position to Joe Cerka was seconded and passed 5-0.  b. Motion by Schultz to approve the Amending Resolution to the Installment Purchase Agreement for the Fire Pumper to amend the reference to vendor was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  c. Motion was made by Spencer to amend the 2008 budgets and transfer $30,000 from the EMS Fund Balance and $100,000 from the Fire Dept. Fund Balance into the General Fund Revenue as these monies were stipulated in the EMS and Fire Dept. budgets as reserve funds to be applied to the Community Service Building construction costs which are paid from the General Fund.  The motion was seconded and passed 5-0  by roll call vote.   d. Motion was made by Spencer to approve the Proposed Rental Policy subject to review by legal counsel with changes as follows: under “A. Considerations”, change #1 to “The seating capacity of the Community Room is 114 persons maximum” and put a period at the end of #3; revise #1 under “C. Rental Exclusions, Requirements”, second line, to “…agreement, organizations whose purpose is for the support of health education,…”  The motion was seconded and passed 5-0.  e. Motion was made by Spencer to approve the content of his memo of August 19 re EMS Study Committee Recommendations with modification of “B” to reflect that the first members to be appointed will be to 1, 2 and 3 year terms with subsequent appointments being for 3 year terms.  The motion was seconded and passed 5-0.  f. Motion by Spencer to approve the proposed language for the Torch Bay Nature Preserve sign dated 7/18/2008 was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion was made by Parker to approve the proposed amendment to the Public Parks, Accesses and Road –End Use Ordinance dated 7/18/2008 with alteration to Section 4, line 2 to read “…shall be guilty of a Municipal Civil Infraction.”  The balance of the paragraph will be deleted.  The motion was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  g. The proposed Public Opinion Survey was discussed with no action.  h.  The feasibility of draining and winterizing the Eastport facility versus maintaining minimal heat during the winter months was discussed.  A plumbers opinion will be sought.  Options for the building were discussed.  i. Updating of township policies were discussed.  i. The August 28 work session was cancelled and re-scheduled for Thursday, September 4 at 7:00 p.m.  Subsequent proposed dates for work sessions were not confirmed.

10. Board Comment:  Martel suggested the EMS Study Committee be asked about the benefit and cost of ALS, is convinced wordage  in policies cannot cover all,, and asked a “thank you” be sent to TLPA for the framed  photo.

11. Citizen Comment:  E. Knoechel questioned whether recorded phone instruction to “dial anytime” was correct and also spoke of a possible previous rental agreement with the Historical Society .  L. Tomlinson commented on exceptions to CSB rental rates and on the 911 assignment of property addresses.  G. Sell expressed concern of rental rates for organizations such as AA.

12. Adjournment was at 9:55 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

