MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF JULY 18, 2006

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Spencer, Parker, Martel                       Audience of 9 +/-.  

Absent: None

      1.   The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes of the June 20, 2006 board meeting were approved by motion of Parker, seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Letters were read from Wm. Good referencing the short-term rental survey and the proposed Public Safety Building; from Mr. and Mrs. T. Strohm thanking K. Ditlow, D. Lidster and the EMS team for their promptness and professionalism on a recent run.

4. The agenda was approved, with additions by Spencer to #9 Board Action Items.

5. Citizen comments:  D. Hein commented on swimmers itch reported at the Day Park.  Ed Knoechel inquired if EMS Dept. will receive a copy of the Strohm letter.

6. Consent Agenda was approved by motion of Parker, seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Informational Items: (A) Parker gave a planning commission report. (B) A Fall Household Hazardous Waste Collection is scheduled for Sept. 9, 8:30am-11:30am. (C) Update and discussion re source of propane gas for 2006-2007.  (D) Update and discussion re streetlight request at US 31 and Manitou Trail. (E) Since DEQ has stated no permits will be required, the request from Professor Bill Lovis for access to Torch Bay Nature Preserve for research purposes was approved by motion of Martel that was seconded and passed 5-0.

8. Board Discussion Items:  (A) The Constable position and board options re same.   Spencer will draw up questions that need answered and distribute among the board for resolution. (B) Establishment and role of an Audit Committee. (C) Amendment of the Capitalization Policy. (D) Public Safety Building Ad Hoc Committee, their charge, the project matrix, and the proposed building site location.   Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0, for board to meet with the Public Safety Building Ad Hoc Committee to review their rationale in recommending the present Eastport site. (E) Role of board in assessing township functions and services. Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0, to approve the supervisor to initiate an appraisal process for the township functions and employees. (F) A  Planning & Goal Setting special meeting.

9. Board Action Items: (A) Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0, to hold a special meeting on Monday, July 24 at 4p.m. to meet with the Public Safety Building Ad Hoc Committee to discuss their rationale in recommending the Eastport site. (B) Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0, to amend Capital Policy Resolution #03-01 as amended Aug. 19, 2003 to reduce the individual assets the Township will capitalize from $5000 to $1000 or more.  (C) Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0, to approve the recommendation of the supervisor and auditor to form an Audit Committee as outlined in Tobin & Co. letter of Feb. 22, 2006. (D) Scheduling of a Planning and Goal Setting meeting was postponed until after Labor Day. (E) Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0, to 
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      approve the Wilkinson Historical Society request for rental of hall and kitchen on Aug. 14,    Sept. 18 and Oct. 9 from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.

10. Board member comments: Leech requested agenda discussion and action items be combined for continuity of subject.  Martel mentioned COLI is now providing high-speed internet service in Golden Beach area; feels there is a need for Planning Commission to schedule an information meeting with the public on the proposed Master Plan changes; suggested streetlights be a zoning ordinance subject; inquired re affect a moratorium on commercial development would have on any current applications. Schultz inquired regarding issuance of a newsletter.

11. Public comments:  E. Knoechel suggested using a student for website work.

12.  Meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m. on motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0.

Doris Leech 

Township Clerk

