MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

OCTOBER 19, 2004, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Schmidt, Leech, Parker              Audience: 17

Absent:  Stillings

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments: Patty Niepoth spoke as candidate for re-election to the office of County Register of Deeds.  Terry Johnson spoke as candidate for re-election to the office of County Sheriff.

3. Minutes were approved and filed for audit for the meetings of Sep. 21 and 29.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted for all township funds.

5. Reports were accepted from EMS, Fire Dept., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator and E911.

6. Announcements: (1) “Barn Red”, a movie dealing with farmland preservation will be shown at the Sacred Heart Catholic Parish in Elk Rapids on October 20.  (2) A Farmland Preservation Program Presentation will be re-broadcast on Channel 2 Oct. 22 at 8p.m. and Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. (3) A special board meeting will be held Oct. 22 at 9 a.m. in the Township Hall to review final plans/drawings for the new Public Safety Building.  (4) The general election will be held Nov. 2.

7. Lot split request from Constance Ruggles: Motion by Schmidt and seconded to deny the request by Constance Ruggles to split Lot 8 of Torch View Shores passed 4-0 with one absent.

8. Planning Commission Appointments: Motion by Parker and seconded to approve the reappointment of Brian Altonen to the Planning Commission passed with roll call vote 4-0 with one absent.  Motion by Schmidt and seconded to approve the reappointment of Don Gaskell to the Planning Commission passed with roll call vote 4-0 with one absent.  These terms expire Oct. 2007.

9. ZBA  Appointments: Motion by Parker and seconded to approve the reappointment of Pat Keelan to the ZBA, term to expire October 2007, passed with roll call vote 4-0 with one absent.

10. EMS Hire: Motion by Schmidt and seconded to accept the recommendation of EMS Director and Deputy to offer EMS probationary employment to Vala Shipman as per M. Watson’s memo of Oct. 12, 2004 passed 4-0 with one absent.

11. Lot split request from Carlene Schroeder: Motion by Leech and seconded to approve the request by Carlene Schroeder to return Lots 25 and 27 of Supervisor’s Plat of Torch Echoes, which had previously been enlarged by combining with Lot 26, back to three lots to be configured to meet the Zoning Ordinance requirements passed by roll call vote 4-0 with one absent.

12. Traverse Area Association of Realtors Contract Offer for Assessment/Tax Information: Motion by Parker and seconded to enter into the agreement between The Traverse Area Association of Realtors and Participating 
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      Jurisdictions of Antrim County and Torch Lake Township dated 9/1/2004 passed 4-0 with one absent.  .

13. New Fire Station Building Project: Update by Schmidt.  A meeting will be scheduled for 9:00 a.m. October 30 in the Township Hall in Eastport for the purpose of addressing any questions and concerns the residents of the community have pertaining to the new Public Safety Building.

14. Board concerns:  It was noted that the earlier board meeting date in November (Monday, 11/8) was omitted from the announcements.  Watson said he would be on vacation 11/14 to 21.  Public Comments: None.

The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

The November meeting of the Township Board will be held on Monday, November 8, at the Township Hall in Eastport.

