MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

AUGUST 17, 2004, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Board members Schmidt, Schultz, Leech, Stillings, Parker   Absent: None 

Audience:  70 +/-

The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30p.m. 

Public Comment:  Diana Glinski introduced herself as candidate for the office of Register of Deeds.

Minutes were approved as submitted for meetings of July 20 and August 5, 2004 and filed for audit.

Expenditures were approved for all township funds as submitted.

Reports were accepted from EMS, Fire Dept., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, E911 Central Dispatch and Board Rep. to Planning Commission, Stillings.

Announcements:  Firemen’s Pancake Breakfast Benefit is Aug. 22 in the Twp. Hall, thanks to UTLA for another great Firemen’s Field Day, General election Nov. 2, MTA Chapter meeting Aug. 24.

Farmland & Open Space Development Rights Ordinance:  Following a presentation by Scott Everett of the American Farmland Trust, a question and answer period and discussion, motion was made by Schmidt and seconded to approve the Torch Lake Township Farmland and Open Space Development Rights Ordinance draft dated 7/20/04.  Roll call vote: aye- Parker, Schultz, Leech, Schmidt; nay – Stillings, Motion passed 4-1.

Ballot Question Resolution:  Motion was made by Stillings and seconded to approve the resolution to place language for a millage request in connection with the Farmland & Open Space Development Rights Ordinance on the ballot for the Nov. 2, 2004 general election.  Motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote.

Bid Opening/Selection for NE Torch Lake Drive Public Access Improvements: Motion by Stillings and seconded to accept the lowest bid of $13,720 submitted by Billie Russell Construction.  Roll call vote: aye-Leech, Schmidt, Schultz, Stillings; nay-Parker. Passed 4-1.

Lot 13 Water Drainage Issue & Mitchells Monetary Assistance Request:  The Township Board will schedule a special meeting on site at Lot 13 to discuss the drainage issue.  Leech, Stillings and Parker are not in favor of granting monetary assistance to the Mitchells, making the question of compensation moot. 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment – R-1 Weekly rentals: Motion by Stillings, seconded and passed 3-2, to accept the language in Schmidt’s draft dated August 5, 2004 and to forward it to the Planning Commission to begin the procedures for Zoning Ordinance amendment requests.

New Fire Station Building:  Update by Schmidt.
Broadband Internet Service:  Update by Schmidt.

Twp. Board Concerns: (1) Allied EMS Systems response to the Intercept Services Agreement draft will be addressed later.  (2) Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote, to accept the Application for Employment of Heath Meir as a probationary fireman. (3) Due to the cost of a peak roof on theTwp. Hall, it was the consensus of the board to stay with a flat roof.

 Page 2:  Minutes of 8/17/04 Township Board Meeting

Public Comment: It was suggested that meetings would be more efficient if the board would receive public comment without interaction from board members.  It was suggested the board consider obtaining the opinion of the attorney regarding the use of “Residential” in the ordinance.  Inquiry was made regarding hall renovation plans.

The meeting adjourned at 10:55 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

