MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

APRIL 20, 2004, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schmidt, Stillings, Parker, Schultz, Leech                      Audience: 16

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments: The proper procedures for conducting a public hearing was queried.

3. Minutes:  March 16, 23, and 27 meeting minutes were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures:  Approved as submitted for all township funds.

5. Reports: Accepted from EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, AC 911 Central Dispatch, and PC member Stillings.

6. Announcements: MI Travel Counts Program reviewed, MTA AC Chapter meeting is April 27 at 7:30 p.m. in our hall, MTA District Meeting is May 21 in Houghton Lake.

7. A-GA-Ming revised site plan:  Discussion.  Bruce McLachlan stated he has given an easement for ingress and egress to Stone Circle Drive through his property and is agreeable to this use.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the revised site plan pending Schmidt’s review and approval of the Master Deed , and approval by the fire chief of the water storage tanks installation.

8. Township hall roof/remodeling:  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to accept Phase I of the DEM Architects & Associates proposal dated January 19.

9. Mutual Aid Agreement with MDNR for Fire Control:  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the agreement.

10. EMS Appearance & Uniform Policy draft: discussed and returned to EMS Director with recommended changes.  A revised draft is to be submitted for Board approval.

11. 2004-2005 Township Board meeting dates:  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve.

12. Wilkinson Homestead Historical Society Hall Usage Request:  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve hall usage, exempt from rental fee, May 10, June 14, August 9, September 20 and October 18 as requested April 19.

13. New Fire Station Building Project:  Update by Schmidt.

14. Annual Meeting Advisory Resolutions:  No action re advisory resolution to maintain present use status in R1 and R2 zones of Zoning Ordinance.  Schmidt will discuss rural delivery out of Eastport post office with the Post Master.
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15. Township Website Update:  Following board and public concerns, the board and interested audience members reviewed the proposed web site on the office computer.

16. Township Board Concerns:  Schmidt discussed seeding and other cemetery concerns.  Schmidt advised Central Lake Township board does not want Torch Lake Township EMS to be dispatched to any location in Central Lake Township.

17. Public Comments:  Inquiry was made as to when the proposed zoning ordinance revision will be discussed.  Proposal A was discussed.  Standing water in the cemetery was discussed.  A new sign for the cemetery will be ordered.

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

