MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 16, 2003, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Stillings


 
Audience:11


Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. 

2. Public Comments: None.

3. Minutes of the August 19 regular meeting and September 11, 2003 special board meeting were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures for all township funds were approved as submitted.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, AC E911 Central Dispatch, and Planning Commission member, Stillings.  Schmidt gave an report on the NATaT conference.

6. Announcements: A.  MTA’s 50th anniversary Open House in Lansing is noon to 4:00 p.m. on October 6.  All township officials are invited.  B. Antrim County Household Hazardous Waste Collection is Oct. 11.  Call 231 533 8363 for appointment.  C. MTA County Chapter meeting is Sept. 23 at 7:30p.m. at Forest Home Twp.  There will be an election of officers.  Correspondence: None.

7. Day Park Beautification Project: The board accepted the offer of the Firemen’s Field Day committee to sponsor and maintain some of the landscaping at the Park.

8. Mitchell letter of 9/1/03: Discussion.  The board declined to commit funds at this point.  Stillings to pursue water and erosion problem on Lot 13 with DEQ.

9. Zoning amendments: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously by roll call vote to approve the proposed zoning ordinance amendments as recommended by the Planning Commission and outlined in the May 20, 2003 document prepared for the public hearing of July 8, 2003 with changes as follows: Section 4.01F was not approved; first sentence of Chapter VIII, Section 23.01 was changed to read “An airport hangar is a building serving only to….”; Chapter XVIII, section 18.04, last sentence was changed from “on Monday” to “no later than Monday…”.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously by roll call vote to approve the proposed change in zoning ordinance amendment, Chapter XXII sections 22.01 and .02 as recommended by the board on 10/15/02.

10. Fire Station Project: Schmidt gave an update on the status of the proposed new fire station.  The board will hold meetings with several architects on the 18th.

11. ZBA Reappointment:  Motion by Leech, seconded and passed unanimously by roll call vote to reappoint N. Ellison to a 3-year term as an alternate on the ZBA.

12. Township Board Concerns:  Improvement in Day Park signage regarding pets on the beach and in the water, status of the cemetery sign, and Municipal Civil Infractions were discussed.
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13. Public Comments:  Inquiry was made regarding the trash on Creswell Rd. that had been reported and the status of Ellison as a contractor on the ZBA .

The meeting adjourned at 10:03 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

