Minutes of Torch Lake Township Board meeting of July 15, 2003

Township Hall, Eastport

Present:  Schmidt, Stillings, Parker, Schultz


Audience 8

Absent:  Leech

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments:  Inquiry was made as to the status of the clean up of the Potrafke property as well as the position of the township on selling vehicles on private property.  An announcement was made regarding the Antrim County Planning Commission meeting which will be held at the Township Hall July 23, 2003 at 6:30 p.m.  All are invited to attend.  Handout regarding Liquor Enforcement Funds was given to Mr. Schmidt.

3. Minutes of June 17, 2003 regular board meeting were approved and filed for audit.  The minutes of the Special Joint Meeting of April 28, 2003 were also approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures for all township funds were approved as submitted.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator and AC 911 Central Dispatch.  Stillings as Planning Commission representative gave an oral report.  

6. Announcements/Correspondence

A. Antrim County’s Master Plan Visioning Session, 7/23/03, 6:30 PM at the Torch Lake Township Hall.

B. Firemen’s Field Day, 8/2/03 at Antrim County Barnes Park

C. Thank you to Torch Bay Marine for donation of swimming buoy for the Day Park.

7. MDEQ Permit Application Lot 13 on Golden Beach Drive for filling stream.  Issue was tabled and no action was taken. 

8. Lawrence Mitchell’s Request for assistance on MDEQ Permit.  The Board agreed 4-0 to pay the $500 fee for the MDEQ permit, subject to a legal agreement:  1.  The township is held harmless in perpetuity.  2.  The township has perpetual rights to drain lot 13 into the Mitchell drain.  3.  The drain can never be covered up.  Schmidt will go to the Mitchells with this proposal. 

9. EMS Interview Committee Recommendation.  There is a motion by Parker and seconded to offer EMS employment to Neil Booze as recommended by Mike Watson memo dated June 30, 2003.  Motion passes 4-0, with one absent.

10. Boat Ramp Attendant Hiring Recommendation.  Because of the fact that summer is half over, it is the consensus of the board not to hire anyone for this position at this late date.

11. Tax Foreclosed Properties.  Motion is made by Schmidt and seconded for the Township to not exercise its option to purchase this tax-foreclosed property.  Motion passes 4-0, with one being absent.

12. Trash Disposal.  There is discussion of options available to the public regarding this issue, but the board takes no action.

13. Budget Amendment.  There is a motion by Parker, seconded and passed 4-0, by roll call vote, with one absent, to amend the 2003-2004 General Fund Budget to increase 101 861 71500 by $373 for a total of $5073 which will reduce the fund balance by the same amount.   

14. Township Concerns.  Cable television service was discussed. Stillings expressed appreciation of EMS for their professionalism.

15. Public Comments.  Upon inquiry there is discussion of the status of the new fire station. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Deputy Clerk

