MINUTES OF MARCH 18, 2003 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Stillings; Absent: None                         Audience: 7

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments: A. Martel made three comments; (1) there were two occasions in last two months to call 911 and both times response was under 10 minutes, which impressed and pleased him, (2) a joint meeting of Township Board, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals is scheduled for April 28 at 7:30 p.m., (3) suggested consideration be given to the Township Board having final authority on decisions made by the Planning Commission.

3. Minutes of the February 18 regular board meeting and special meetings February 24 and March 10 were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures for all township funds were approved as submitted.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, and AC E911 Central Dispatch.  Schultz added that Fox News had included the EMS Dept. in a feature on the importance of house numbers being visible for 911 responses.

6. Announcements/Correspondence: The General Fund Budget Hearing, Ambulance District Budget Hearing, Annual Meeting and a special board meeting to approve budgets will be held on March 22, 2003 starting at 9:00 a.m. in the township hall.  A joint meeting of the Township Board, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals will be held April 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the township hall.

7. Antrim County Master Plan Update by Alan Martel: Martel is heading up the land use part of the update.  He has posted land use maps in the township hall on which the township is colored green and which has lines depicting various land uses.  Within the lines are numbers that are decoded on separate sheets, also posted.  Residents are invited to look at the maps to identify properties with which they are familiar and to note on a correction sheet if any discrepancies in land use are noted.  He will follow up on any corrections noted.  

8. Municipal Retirement Systems Adoption Agreement: Motion by Parker, seconded by Stillings, and passed 5 – 0 by roll call vote to approve the Adoption Agreement.

9. Derman’s Recommendation for Settlement of the Circuit Court File #02-7828-CZ: Motion by Schmidt, seconded, and passed 5-0, to accept the recommendations of Attorney Derman as stated in his letter of March 12, 2003.

10. General Fund Budget Amendment: Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Parker, and passed 5-0, by roll call vote to transfer $716 from the Contingency Fund with $400 going to Activity 101-215, $108 to Activity 101-756, $208 to Activity 101-865; also to reduce the revenue account 101-574 (State Revenue Sharing) by $13,000.

11. Audit Services Contract Proposal: Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0, to retain Tobin & Co. to conduct an audit for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2003 as per their letter of March 1, 2003.

12. Joint Township Board, Planning Commission & ZBA Meeting Topics: Job descriptions, chair duties, commission and board duties, interaction, planner duties are planned agenda items.  Other suggested topics should be directed to Schmidt.  The township attorney will be invited to attend.

13. Board Concerns: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the 2003-2004 Pay Schedule draft dated March 13, 2003 to be effective April 1, 2003.  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the Fee Schedule dated for effectiveness April 1, 2003.  It was noted there have been three e-mail responses to the newsletter. 
14. Public Comments: On inquiry, Schmidt noted Central Lake and Banks Townships will be contacted regarding EMS financial support, cardboard recycling was discussed, board salaries for past years were requested.
As there was no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech, Township Clerk

