MINUTES OF AUGUST 20 ,2002 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Stillings




Audience: 22

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Minutes of July 16, 2002 regular board meeting were approved and filed for audit.

3. Expenditures were approved as submitted.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator and AC 911 Central Dispatch.  Members of the Board questioned the EMS Activity Report and agree it needs to be clarified.  The treasurer was requested to come up with more diversification of funds among banks.

5. Public Comments: D. Leys requested and received approval for the extension of the Yoga Classes from Sept. 12 to Oct. 26 on Thursdays from 4 to 6 p.m.  J. Moore inquired if there is any activity regarding a new fire station.  J. Jenkins commented on the dangers from the excessive speeding and passing on US 31 through Torch Lake Village.  A “no passing” zone will be pursued by Jenkins and Schmidt will discuss the speed limits with Sheriff Johnson. Moore inquired about the procedure to get a bike path along US 31.  Schmidt will obtain information and report back to the board.

6. Announcements: General Election will be held on Nov. 5.  Correspondence: Letter from B. Kurtz expressing thanks on behalf of Eden Shores 1 and 2 residents for the paving of Manitou Trail.

7. TBNP Project Coordinator Job Description: The proposed job description for Nature Preserve Assistant attached to the minutes of the Torch Bay Nature Preserve Authority meeting of July 22 was approved as submitted.

8. Resolutions for Beeby & Berst: It was moved by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the resolution recognizing the contributions made to the community by B. Beeby.  Roll call vote: aye – Stillings, Schultz, Parker, Schmidt, Leech; nay – none.  Passed 5 – 0.  It was moved by Schmidt and seconded to approve the resolution recognizing the contributions made by J. Berst in the development of the Torch Bay Nature Preserve.  Roll call vote: Aye – Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Schultz, Stillings; nay – none.  Passed 5 – 0.

9. Third Street Road End Update: C. Lundy presented the board with an update of the efforts of the village residents to negotiate an amicable agreement with the residents adjoining the Third Street road end.  There was discussion.  Schmidt will put a packet together for board members, get two attorney opinions regarding the 1985 document, and ask the road commission for a property description of the road end should the township take over the road end.

10. Backup Ambulance – EMS Director memo dated 8/14/02: The consensus is that a backup ambulance is needed.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the suitability of the subject vehicle.  The board will hold a special meeting, date to be determined, to have further discussion with Watson.

11. EMS Billing Policy Revision: It was moved by Parker, seconded and passed unanimously to approve Schmidt’s draft of August 16, 2002 with the second paragraph of page 2 changed from “periodic random verification: to “bi-monthly random verification” and the last sentence of the fifth paragraph of page 2 changed to read “paid from the” instead of “paid by the”.

12. Pay Schedule Revision: It was moved by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously to amend the Pay Schedule to change the salary of Hall Rental Manager from $420 to $480 which was approved in the 2002-2003 General Fund Budget, retroactive to April 1, 2002.

13. Budget Amendment: It was moved by Parker and seconded to amend the General Fund Budget by increasing activity center 101 446 to $32,0900 by transferring $1000 from the contingency account.  Roll call vote: aye-Stillings, Schultz, Schmidt, Leech, Parker; nay – none.  Passed 5-0

Page 2:  Minutes of 8/20/2002 Town ship Board Meeting

14. Elk Rapids Recycling: It was moved by Parker and seconded to amend the budget to increase 101 528 80502, Elk Rapids Recycling, to $3000 by transferring $600 from the contingency account.  Roll call vote: aye-Schmidt, Parker, Stillings, Schultz; nay – Leech.  Passed 4-1.

15. Forest Home Twp’s Public Access Ordinance: Reviewed, discussed and postponed to a later date to allow more time for board members to study.

16. Township Board Concerns:  None.

17. Public Comments: J. Jenkins expressed appreciation for having an attendant at the Dock Road boat ramp.  D. Lidster inquired about a 3% pay raise he had heard was approved for the EMS day crew.  B. Nogle inquired if a zoning permit is required for a 10 x 10 shed.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech 

Township Clerk

