MINUTES OF MARCH 19, 2002 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present: Stillings, Schmidt, Leech, Schultz, Parker                                Audience: 10

Absent: None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of February 19 meeting with last line of 1st page, salary of trustee, corrected to $2000 and addition to second line, second page “Roll call vote; aye - Leech, Parker, Schultz, Schmidt, Stillings; nay – none; passed 5-0.”  Minutes of March 4 and March 14 special board meetings were approved as submitted and all are filed for audit.

3. Expenditures for the Township were approved as submitted.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, and Antrim County E-911 Central Dispatch.

5. Public Comments: Tom Welch related a conversation with the Road Commission.

6. Announcements: Ditlow has resigned as EMS Director but will continue to serve with the ambulance crew.  The Fire District Budget Hearing will be held in the Township Hall at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 26.  Hearings for the Township Budgets and Ambulance District will be held on March 30 in the Township Hall starting at 9:00 a.m. and will be followed by the Annual Meeting and special board meeting.  The program presentation, “Setting Speed Limits”, has been cancelled.  Schmidt will be requesting a speed survey to be done on Golden Beach Drive, Birchview Drive and West Torch Lake Drive.  There was discussion.

7. Potential County Wide Recycling Program: Howard Yamaguchi, Assistant County Planner, gave an update on the program.  Additional research will be done on including solid waste. 

8. Road Improvement Millage: T. Sommerfeldt’s letter of March 12 was read.  There was discussion.

9. Elk Rapids School Summer Tax Collection Agreement: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 4-1 to approve the agreement for signing by the Treasurer and Supervisor.

10. Auditor Selection – Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed unanimously to contract with Tobin and Co. to perform the audit of the Township for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2002.

11. Letter of Support for Clearwater Twp’s grant request: The board agreed to support.

12. Larry Sullivan’s request for assistance on April Planning Conference: Motion by Stillings, seconded and passed unanimously to provide up to $2500 from Planning Commission funds to cover expenses including transportation for L. Sullivan to attend the April Planning Conference in Chicago. 

13. Public Comment: At the request of D. Leys, Hall Rental Mgr., motion was made by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously, to exempt the Sheriff’s Dept. from the hall rental fee to put on a Boater Safety Program.  T. Scally inquired of the nature of the court case Sharkey vs. Township.  T. Welch mentioned the Sheriff is working with Forest Home to contract to enforce ordinances.

14. Budgets review – work session: The following changes were approved for the General Fund; Page, 1 change heading to Revenues, 
101 101 626 $6000, move tax interest from 101 101 665 to 445, 101 101 702 $4000. 101 191 702 $1500, 101 191 956 $1000, add 101 254 703 $300, add 101 301 931 funds for maintenance of Public Safety Building, Farmland & Open Space Preservation to be moved from Planning Commission cost center 101 401 956 and deduct $2500 from 803,  move 101 757 957.2 to 790 cost center, add 101 901 974.1 and put in $10,000 from 975.1, 101 901 975.2 remove $3000, add 101 901 974.2 and move $20,000 from 975.3.  Special Assessment District #2 (Paradise Estates) add delinquent assessment collection line.  No other changes to proposed budgets.

15. Board comments: Leech inquired of status of Mutual Aid Agreement and Great Lakes Energy Franchise.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:25p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

