MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF MARCH 21, 2001

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT
On March 18 at 4:00 p.m., notice was posted by the supervisor that the regular monthly board meeting was changed from March 20 to March 21 and would be held at 7:30 p.m. in the Township Hall in Eastport.

Present:  Stillings, Parker, Schmidt, Leech, Schultz                                          Audience: 7

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30p.m.

2. Minutes of the board meetings of February 20, February 28 and March 12, 2001 were approved as submitted and filed for audit.

3. Township expenditures were approved as submitted with the addition of an invoice from Blackwell Cleaning in the amount of $260.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief and Treasurer.  

5. Public Comments: Leech announced on behalf of Billie Russell, Planning Commission Chairman, that the Planning Commission will be touring the township by bus on May 5 starting at 10:00 am.  This tour is in connection with their updating of the land maps.  This will be a posted open special meeting with the public invited to join the tour.  Russell requests advance notice of those wishing to participate so that sufficient bus space can be provided.  

T. Welch thanked Schmidt for publishing of the newsletter, thinks it is a valuable tool of communication with the township residents and spoke of the use by townships of Economic Development Funds.

6. Announcements:  A)  Twp. Fire District Budget Hearing, 3/27/2001 7:30p.m. Township Hall;  B) Twp. Budget Hearings, 3/31/2001, 9:00a.m. followed by Amb. Budget Hearing, Twp. Annual Meeting and special board meeting to approve the budgets; C) Michigan Legislative Hearings will be held in Traverse City on April 23, 2001 on the revision to Act 51 which covers distribution of state funds for roads.  The time and place has not been announced; D) Great Lakes Energy has requested a natural gas franchise.  It has been referred to the attorney for review and recommendations.

7. Land Information System Upgrading: Joe VanderMeulen of LIAA reviewed the proposed program to update and expand the LIS system, the projected costs and participation requirements.

8. Zoning Ordinance Amendment: Motion by Stillings, second by Parker, to approve the request of The Comp Group, LLC to rezone the property identified on the tax roll as parcel number 05 14 201 010 30                from Agriculture zone to PRD (Planned Residential Development) zone, having met the requirements of the Planning Commission and the Township Board and as recommended by the Township Planning Commission and the County Planning Commission.  Roll call vote: aye - Parker, Schultz, Leech, Stillings, Schmidt; nay – none.  Passed 5-0.

9. Creswell Road End Update: The property owners on both sides of the road end have requested the County Road Commission to determine the exact width of ownership.  The road commission has agreed to make the determination and to meet on site in the near future.

10. Helena Twp. Letter: The board approved a letter of support to be written by Schmidt to Helena Twp. to add to their MDNR Grant application for a Waterways Grant for use in improving the Public Boat Ramp in Alden.

11. Twp. Board Concerns: Approval was given to refund $50 to Joseph A. Fritz as requested by A. Martel, ZBA Chairman, in his letter of March 16, 2001 to the Board.

12. Public Comment: T. Welch suggested he be called if any board members have questions on the correspondence from his attorneys.
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13. Budget Work Session: The township budget was reviewed with particular attention to hall repairs and maintenance, cemetery and park clean-up and tree trimming, cemetery building repair, boat ramp repair, reserved funds, meeting per diems ($30 half day/$50 full day), employee rates, and proposed satellite state police post.

There was no further business and the meeting adjourned at 10:55p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

