MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 20, 2001 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Stillings, Parker, Schmidt, Leech, Schultz                       Audience: 16

Absent: None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:32 p.m.

2. Minutes of the January 25, 2001 meeting were approved and filed for audit.

3. Expenditures for the township funds were approved except check number 12785 in the General Fund will be voided and reissued in the amount of $2000.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief and Treasurer.  There was no report from the Zoning Administrator.

5. Public Comments:  Mike Brown, representing The Comp Group LLC, requested the township board schedule a special meeting to act on their revised site plan of A-Ga-Ming Planned Residential Development, claiming a hardship if they do not start construction right away.  Following discussion, the board agreed to schedule a special meeting on March 12 at 7:30 p.m.  The Planning Commission will be meeting on March 6 to review the site plan.  If they do not make a decision and send a recommendation to the board, the March 12 meeting may be cancelled. 

6. Announcements/Correspondence:  Township and EMS budget hearings will be held on Saturday, March 31, 2001, 9:00 a.m. followed by the annual meeting.  Schmidt reported the fire truck rehab should be completed and the truck in service by the end of the week.  Knoechel reported the GTB of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians did not approve our grant application for funds to be applied toward the purchase of two infrared thermal imaging cameras for the Fire Dept.

7. Wilkinson Homestead Historical Society was discussed.  Schmidt will advise Mr. Bretz and Ms. Beeby that no township funds will be disbursed until after the incorporation, after the zoning issues have been resolved, and a contract is signed.

8. Hall rental fee was waived for Rose King and her garden group for a meeting in May, which will be open to the public.

9. EMS Staffing:  Ditlow’s letter of Feb. 14 was discussed.  A committee of Parker, Ditlow and Schultz was formed to review the overall EMS pay schedule and make recommendations to the board.

10. Motion by Leech, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the supervisor’s nomination of Jessica Thompson for appointment to the Planning Commission to October 2002 to complete the term of Stillings which became vacant when he was named board representative to the commission.

11. The Fire District Budget Hearing is scheduled for March 27, 2001 at 7:30 p.m. in the Township Hall in Eastport.

Page 2: Minutes of Feb. 20, 2001 Township Board Meeting

12. Creswell Road End Update:  Township Attorney Derman’s summary of the Feb. 1, 2001 meeting was discussed.  The board concurred that VI. 1., 2. and 3. are not acceptable alternatives.  It was suggested a meeting be scheduled for the board to        meet with Derman.

13. Land Information System Upgrading was discussed.  J. VanderMeulen will be invited to a board meeting to discuss the subject.

14. Township Board Salary Resolutions: Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Leech, to approve Res. 01-02 to establish the salary of supervisor at $11,500 and the salary of assessor at $18500 for the 2001-2002 fiscal year. Roll call vote: aye-Parker, Stillings, Schultz, Leech, Schmidt; nay – none. Passed 5-0, none absent.  Motion by Leech, seconded by Schmidt to approve Res. 01-03 to establish the salary of clerk at $11500 for the 2001-2002 fiscal year.  Roll call vote: aye – Schultz, Parker, Stillings, Leech, Schmidt; nay – none.  Passed 5-0, none absent.  Motion by Stillings, seconded by Schultz to approve Res. 01-04 to establish the salary of trustee at $1600 for the 2001-2002 fiscal year.  Roll call vote: aye – Schmidt, Leech, Parker, Stillings, Schultz; nay – none.  Passed 5-0, none absent.  Motion by Schultz, seconded by Schmidt, to approve Res. 01-05 to establish the salary of treasurer at $9500 for the 2001-2002 fiscal year.  Roll call vote:  aye – Stillings, Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker.  Passed 5-0, none absent.

15. Board Concerns:  Motion by Leech and seconded to amend the 2000-2001 township budget to transfer $675 into 101 528 80500, $3325 into 101 528 80501, $220 into 101 862 71500 from the contingency fund, 101 890 95800.  Roll call vote:  aye-Schmidt, Schultz, Stillings, Parker, Leech; aye – none. Passed 5-0.  Schmidt requested board be considering compensation for any township employee when they are attending workshops and seminars.  Stillings gave Schmidt a partnership agreement with the Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay for signature.  Leech questioned listing payroll checks on checklist; board prefers to continue with present procedure.  

16. Public Concerns:  Re the Creswell Rd. end, comment was made regarding past use of the road end by members of the Indian communities and inquiry whether there has been contact from them, also whether the deeds of the adjoining property owners have been investigated.  Brief comments were made regarding the LIS (Land Information System).

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

