MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2000 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, 7:30 P.M.

Prior to the board meeting, board members Parker, Leech, Norris and Schmidt, along with some other residents of the township, met at the newly renovated Day Park Restroom facility for the presentation of a framed Resolution of Appreciation to the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians.  Mr. Sam McClellan accepted the Resolution on behalf of the Grand Traverse Band, whose generous grant monies helped finance the renovation project.

Present:  Parker, Schmidt, Leech, Norris                                              Audience:  28

Absent:  Hubbell

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:45p.m.

2. The minutes of the August 15 meeting were approved with a change to clarify #14 by replacing the 2nd and 3rd sentences with “ZBA alternate V. Mouch is unable to accept appointment at this time but alternate T. Scally is able to accept.  No other candidates were discussed.”  The minutes are filed for audit.

3. Township expenditures were approved as submitted.

4. Reports were submitted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer and Zoning Administrator.  There was no road improvement report but Schmidt noted Moulton Rd. paving is in process. 

5. Public Comments were received.  A. Martel spoke on the proposed Antrim County Wetland Ordinance, discussion followed; N. Ellison spoke regarding Charter Cable, discussion followed; District Court Judge candidates S. Kester and T. Phillips spoke.

6. Announcements: volunteers are needed for future boards and commissions vacancies; there will be an Elk Rapids/TBA school election Sept. 26; a presentation by the Michigan State Police on “Establishing Realistic Speed Limits” is scheduled for Oct. 26 at 7:30p.m. in the Township Hall; the General Election is November 7; Torch Bay Nature Preserve has received a donation of $1000 from the Central Lake Lions Club and $3300 from UTLA from Fireman’s Field Day.  Correspondence was read from J. Giannestras, E. Heizer, R. Person, and Eden Shores #2 Sub Division Property Owners.

7. The proposed plan and cost for the road end access on Creswell Rd. submitted by East Bay Excavating was discussed.    Motion by Parker, second by Leech, and passed 4-0 to approve the plan as submitted.

8. The vacating of Prospect and 4th Streets was discussed.  Motion by Parker, second by Leech, to support the vacating of the streets as proposed by D. Spillane and other property owners affected by the vacation of these streets subject to the review and approval of the road access by the fire chief.  Roll call vote: aye-Parker, Leech, Schmidt; nay-Norris.  Passed 3-1.

9. Mouch gave an update on the actions of other townships relating to Land Use Ordinances.  The Torch Lake Twp. Public Land Use and Access Ordinance drafted 9/12/00 was discussed and the following changes were recommended: Section 1.2, first sentence, change “of ordinance violations” to “for ordinance violations”; Section 2.4, first sentence, change to read “No placement of privately owned watercraft…..”, second sentence changed to read “This shall include but is not limited to docks, watercraft lifts, and hoists.”; Section 2.5, first sentence, remove “or use of watercrafts” and end sentence after “by this Ordinance”, deleting the rest of the draft sentence.  Motion by Schmidt, second by Norris, to approve the Public Land Use and Access Ordinance draft dated 9/12/2000 with the changes as noted.  Roll call vote: aye-Leech, Parker, Norris, Schmidt; nay-none.  Passed 4-0.

10. Discussion, motion by Schmidt, second by Parker and passed 4-0, to approve the proposal by East Bay Excavating dated 9/18/00 for the stabilization of the TBNP road as per the specifications by Berst.

11. Motion by Parker, second by Norris, to reappoint Billie Russell to another term on the Planning Commission.  Roll call vote; aye-Parker, Norris, Schmidt, Leech; nay-none; passed 4-0.  Motion by Parker, second by Leech, to reappoint Colvin to another term on the Planning Commission.  Roll call vote: aye-Leech, Schmidt, Norris, Parker; nay-none; passed 4-0.  
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12. Motion by Schmidt, second by Leech, to reappoint Martel to another term on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Roll call vote: aye-Schmidt, Parker, Leech; nay-Norris; passed 3-1.  Motion by Schmidt, second by Parker, to reappoint Colvin to the Zoning Board of Appeals as the Planning Commission representative.  Roll call vote: aye-Leech, Parker, Norris, Schmidt; nay-none; passed 4-0.  Motion by Schmidt, second by Norris, to reappoint Scally, who had been appointed to complete the vacated term of Brophy, to another term on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Roll call vote: aye-Parker, Schmidt, Leech, Norris; nay-none; passed 4-0.

13. Zoning Administrator spoke, and a letter from A. Martel was read, requesting a policy on attending conferences and seminars.   The board agreed to ask Martel to expand on the proposal outlined in his letter.

14. Lot 2 Fairway Ridge Site Condo zoning violation was discussed and tabled to a special board meeting.

15. Possible resumption of Commission on Aging Senior Lunches was discussed.

16. Township Board Concerns: 1) It was moved by Leech, second by Parker, to accept the recommendation of the interview committee and offer EMS employment to James Brasgalla with a 60 day probation period at the non-probationary pay rate.  Roll call vote: aye-Parker, Norris, Schmidt, Leech; nay-none.  Passed 4-0.  2) It was moved by Schmidt, second by Parker, to approve the proposed resolution expressing opposition to Proposal 002 to amend the Michigan Constitution.  Roll call vote: aye-Leech, Norris, Schmidt, Parker; nay-none.  Passed 4-0.  3) Update on Charlet lot division, no action, tabled.  4) Constable’s request for high frequency band radio and hand held radio was discussed.  Board approved a mobile vehicle radio, hand held portable radio pending.  5) Parker announced Sharon Schultz has replaced W. Sattler as Deputy Treasurer.
17. Public Comment: E. Knoechel inquired on status of a township hall water cooler.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:25 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

