MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

JULY 18, 2000, 7:30 P.M., TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Parker, Hubbell, Schmidt, Norris, Leech                     Audience: 25

Absent:  None

1.   The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:37 p.m.

2.   Minutes of the June 20, 2000 meeting were approved with changes as follows: #9 – “June” changed to “May”, #14 – June 14 changed to June 19, #17 – “cannot” changed to “will not”.

3.   Expenditures were approved as submitted for all township funds.

4.   Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator. A written report on the Road Improvement Program was received from T. Sommerfeldt.  Sheriff Roggenbeck gave a report on 911.

5.   Public Comments were received from P. Niepoth, T. Stillings.  Knoechel suggested efforts be made to add Eastport to the area map located at the Traverse City Convention and Visitors Bureau.

6.   Announcement was made of the Aug. 8 primary election.  Correspondence was read from Cam Lacy.

7.   Torch Bay Nature Preserve: the Authority’s July 15 meeting minutes was read.  The board accepted their recommendations that cut gravel be added at the end of the road and that plantings be limited to such as cedar and dogwood which are natural to the area.  Berst will be advised to proceed to obtain bids.

8.   Creswell Rd. End Access: letter of July 13 from Welch family was read.  A petition with 94 signatures was read.  Comments were received from the audience.  There was discussion regarding the former state of the road end, the work that was recently performed, and suggested additional work.  It was stressed that it was not the board’s intent to shut the access off to boats.  Schmidt will set up a special board meeting to be held at the site with representation from the Soil Conservation District.  The fire chief, EMS director and some contractors will be requested to attend.

9.    Municipal Civil Infractions discussion was tabled.  Recommendations of the attorney were received too late to revise the draft prior to the meeting.

10.  Public Land Use Ordinance draft will be revised to incorporate recommendations of the attorney and will be ready for next month’s board meeting.

11.  Critical Dune Area Special Exception (Atkinson):  DEQ will be advised the board has no objection to the special exception.

12.  Board Concerns:  Norris suggested action on the possible request from Wm. Myler to combine two lots.  It was moved by Norris, seconded, and passed 4-0 to approve the 
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Deed Restriction Covenant Agreement draft dated 7/13/2000 between the Township and Mr. And Mrs. Wm. Myler.

13.  Public Concerns:  Welch suggested the township officially take control of road end accesses.  Knoechel inquired of procedures when an ambulance and Northflight are involved in a patient transfer.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

