MINUTES OF APRIL 18, 2000 MONTHLY TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Parker, Hubbell, Schmidt, Leech, Norris                               Audience of 11

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting called to order at 7:30p.m.

2. Minutes of March 20 special board meeting, March 21 monthly board meeting and March 24 special board meeting were approved and filed for audit.  Approval of the minutes of March 25, 2000 special board meeting is postponed to the next monthly board meeting to give Parker an opportunity to listen to the tape to confirm whether or not he seconded the resolution to approve the General Fund Budget.  Regarding the resolution approving the Fire District Fund, Schmidt requested the minutes be amended to include the millage applicable to the Fire District Fund, which is  .4460 for operations and .5540 for capital improvements.

3. Expenditures:  Checks were approved as submitted.  General fund checks #12139, 12140 and 12143 which were not included on the check list were also approved. 

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator.  T. Sommerfeldt submitted a road report.  Sommerfeldt clarified that “crest of the hill” meant to the end of the current pavement and that the cost is up from $20.72 a ton in 1999 to $22.96 a ton in 2000.  Schmidt stated the State Police have ruled Golden Beach does not qualify for a lower speed limit.  He is going to have a meeting with Fred Hunt and the State Police representative to pursue the ruling.  West Torch Lake Drive will have a speed study following the improvements to the road in Milton Twp.  It was noted in the Fire Chief’s report that Eric Heizer has retired from the Fire Dept. after eight years of service.  His service to the community is very much appreciated.

5. Public Comments: Inquiry was made whether there has been any indication of Ambulance support from either Banks or Central Lake Townships.  Response was “no”.  It was noted that Banks and Milton Townships are going to be asking for road improvement millage.  Terry Johnson, Antrim County Sheriff candidate, addressed the board and audience outlining his past law enforcement experience and projects he supports or would initiate, if elected.  Question was asked regarding status of a stand point at the end of Creswell Rd. Response was that Fire Chief does not recommend it.

6. Announcements/Correspondence: a) The new post office location is the previous bank building at Baker St. and US 31.  b) There will be a hazardous material collection at a drop-off point in Traverse City on May 6.  c) Nominating petitions for township offices are to be submitted to the township clerk no later than May 16.  There was no correspondence.

7. Torch Bay Nature Preserve Update: Berst presented update on improvements to be done and projected costs which are included in the grant except for a pit privy which the township provided for in the approved budget for 2000-2001.  There was discussion.

8. Public Land Use Ordinance: V. Mouch gave an update on the Torch Lake Protection Alliance proposed ordinance and a meeting held with Milton Twp. officials.  The 4/13/00 draft of the proposed Torch Lake Township Public Land Use Ordinance was discussed with changes recommended as follows: a) 1.2 explain exemption of Torch Bay Nature Preserve by reason that there is an ordinance in effect for the Preserve; b) eliminate reference to Mich. DNR and Antrim County Park; c) rewrite 4. Severability to include omitted paragraph; d) separate 2.1 Parking and Storage into separate paragraphs; e) give further consideration to storage of ice shanties; f) define “in front of”; g) address “attended” versus “unattended”.  Schmidt will modify the 4/13 draft and present at the May meeting.
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9. Fire Dept. Officer Appointments: Motion was made by Parker and seconded to re-appoint Stan Dawson as Fire Chief.  Roll call vote: aye – Norris, Hubbell, Schmidt, Leech, Parker; nay – none;   passed unanimously.  Motion was made by Schmidt and seconded to re-appoint Mike Velding as     Assistant Fire Chief.  Roll call vote: aye –Parker, Norris, Schmidt, Leech, Hubbell; nay – none; passed unanimously.  Motion was made by Schmidt and seconded to re-appoint Brad Dawson as Captain.  Roll call vote: aye – Hubbell, Norris, Parker, Schmidt, Leech; nay – none; passed unanimously.  Motion was made by Schmidt and seconded to re-appoint Stan Moffat as Lieutenant.  Roll call vote: aye – Leech, Schmidt, Norris, Parker, Hubbell; nay – none; passed unanimously.  Motion was made by Leech and seconded to re-appoint David Dorland as Lieutenant.  Roll call vote: aye – Schmidt, Norris, Leech, Parker, Hubbell; nay – none; passed unanimously.

10. EMS Dept. Officer Appointments: Motion by Parker and seconded to reappoint Kip Ditlow as EMS Director.  Roll call vote: aye – Leech, Hubbell, Schmidt, Norris, Parker; nay – none. Passed unanimously.  Motion by Schmidt and seconded to reappoint Sharon Schultz as Deputy Director.  Roll call vote: aye – Norris, Schmidt, Hubbell, Leech, Parker; nay – none.  Passed unanimously.  Motion by Schmidt and seconded to reappoint Sharon Velding as Secretary.  Roll call vote: aye – Hubbell, Leech, Parker, Norris, Schmidt; nay – none.   Passed unanimously.  Motion by Schmidt and seconded to reappoint Shelly Dorland as Billing Officer.  Roll call vote: aye – Leech, Parker, Hubbell, Norris, Schmidt; nay – none.  Passed unanimously.

11. EMS Radio Purchase: Discussion included Ditlow’s request for guidelines as to what requires a board decision.   During discussion, E. Knoechel (a member of the audience) recommended the board reconsider establishing an Emergency Services Director and requested the recommendation be included in the minutes.  No action required of Director.  

12. EMS First Responder Program Special Meeting: Discussion.  Ditlow was requested to set up proposed protocol prior to scheduling a special meeting of the Board, EMS group and Fire Dept.

13. Municipal Civil Infraction Ordinance: Recommendations were to reword Definitions, change 2 days to 5 days in 1.b., add reference in Sec. 5. A. which exempts repeat offenses as they are covered in Sec. 5 B.  The board concurred with the establishment of a bureau administered by the treasurer.  Schmidt will re-write the Ordinance to submit to the board.

14. 2000-2001 Pay Schedule: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the 2000-20001 Pay Schedule dated 4/17/2000 effective as of April 1, 2000.

15. 2000-2001 Township Board Monthly Meeting Dates: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the monthly meeting dates for the 2000-2001 fiscal year as submitted.  The dates are the third Tuesday of each month.

16. Board Concerns: Leech received board approval to replace the office typewriter, which is inoperative and cannot be repaired, at a cost of up to $1000.  Hubbell mentioned action needs to be taken about the shrubs at the W. Torch Lake Dr. access.  Schmidt gave update on Day Park restrooms.  Parker was given confirmation that letter sent to treasurers is not applicable to our township since we don’t have a building department.

17. Public Comments: Ditlow was given approval to dispose of older surplus walkers and sell an inadequate ladder to Lidster for $10.  Knoechel inquired of liability regarding the cribs in Torch Lake due to low water level.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk
