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Page 2:  Minutes of March 21 Board Meeting


MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF MARCH 21, 2000
TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT
Present:  Norris, Leech, Schmidt, Hubbell, Parker                            Audience: 16

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting called to order at 7:35p.m.

2. Minutes of Feb. 15 regular board meeting and Feb. 18 and Mar. 6 special board meetings were approved and filed for audit with a correction to the Feb. 15 minutes, #12 changing the resolution vote from 4-2 to 4-0..

3. Expenditures were approved for all of the township funds as submitted.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer and Zoning Administrator.  EMS Director Ditlow, because of time constraints, requested the board to approve the issuance of a check to cover conference fees for EMS personnel which would not exceed $400.  The board approved.

5. Public Comments: inquiries were made regarding a letter written by J. McClurg, regarding a fire in Elk Rapids, and the availability and use of state grants for bath houses.

6. Announcements:  A. Budget hearings will be held March 25 at 9:00 a.m.  B.  Annual Meeting will be held March 25 following the hearings.  C.  The new post office location will be the previous bank building at Baker and US 31.  D. Consumers Energy will be doing tree trimming in the road right of ways in the next 2-4 weeks.  E. Antrim Conservation District spring seedling orders are due March 30th.  F.  A special board meeting will be held on March 25 to discuss, amend if necessary, and approve the township budgets.  The meeting will convene at 9:00a.m. and recess after the public hearings and re-convene following the annual meeting.

7. Day Park Restroom Remodeling: The board agreed to a change order for an additional cost of $4275 to do the rest of the walls in ceramic tile and an additional $700 for two baby changing stations.  The board also accepted the bid from Huron Electric for the electrical work.

8. Torch Bay Nature Preserve Authority:  Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously to approve Mrs. Audra Randall as BHCII representative on the Torch Bay Nature Preserve Authority.  Mrs. Randall replaces Chris Redding and Mr. Rick Randall will be her alternate.

9. Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Commercial to R1: There was discussion regarding the rezoning of properties 05 14 313 004 20 and 30 requested by Matthews, Alden State Bank and J. Villeneuve which was recommended for approval by the Township Planning Commission and the County Planning Commission.  Norris requested the following statement be entered in the minutes:  “Although I fully support rezoning the subject lakefront property from commercial to residential, I do not support an action in violation of our Zoning Ordinance.  Section 4.01 (E) specifically prohibits altering conforming lots in any manner that would result in the creation of non-conforming lots.  The proposed rezoning would convert conforming commercial lots to nonconforming residential lots which, I believe, is not in compliance with our Zoning Ordinance.”  Motion by Schmidt and seconded to rezone the subject parcels referred to as B and C from Commercial to R1 based on the fact that this action will bring them into conformity with the Township Zoning Ordinance and that, although it is creating nonconforming lots, it is not precedent setting.  Roll call vote: aye – Hubbell, Schmidt, Parker, Leech; nay – Norris.  Motion passed 4-1.

10. Antrim County “PAWS”: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the use of the Township Hall for the “PAWS” fundraiser.

11. TLPA’s Draft Public Lake Access Ordinance: Discussed at length.  No action.  Schmidt will advise Mouch it will be on the agenda for the April meeting.

12. EMS Interview Committee Recommendation: Motion by Parker, seconded and approved unanimously by roll call vote to accept the recommendation of the interview committee and offer EMS employment to Wendy Davidson.

13. Sharps Container in Day Park: The board agreed with installation of a sharps container at the Day Park and accepted Ditlow’s offer to write the plan that would be required.

14. EMS 3rd Person on Weekday Daytime Crew: Ditlow’s letter of March 8 was discussed.  He was given approval to proceed to fill the position of a third person on the weekday daytime crew by posting the job opening to the ambulance personnel for ten days.  If no response from the current EMS crew, the job opening will be advertised.

15. EMS Employment Application: No action.

16. Board Concerns: Pay phone at the Day Park and Township Hall was discussed.  Schmidt will check into it.  It was moved by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously by roll call vote to transfer $750 from the contingency account to 101-276, the cemetery cost center.  Re Land Information Access Association letter of March 10, it was agreed a letter of support should be sent and express objections to the high cost of participation as quoted in the letter.  Recycling contracts were discussed briefly and it was suggested the West Torch Lake Drive access be looked into this spring and possibly surveyed and staked.

17. Public Concerns: Laakko stated the State web site under DNR, Law Enforcement, has extensive information on riparian rights.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk
