MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF JUNE 15, 1999

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Hubbell, Norris, Schmidt, Leech, Parker

Absent:  None                                                                                   Audience:   13

1) The pledge to the flag was given and Supervisor Schmidt convened the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

2) Minutes of the May 18, 1999 regular board meeting were approved and filed for audit with a correction to #11, second line, delete “a loaded mile” and to clarify #12, second line, by changing it to read “to provide each of the two EMS day crew members with insurance vouchers up to $2000 a year (Cafeteria Plan, Section 125).”

3) Expenditures were approved as submitted for the Township, Fire Department, EMS, Payroll, Torch Bay Nature Preserve and Liquor Enforcement funds.

4) Reports were accepted from the EMS Director who also gave a verbal update on the small claims actions, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator.  Tom Sommerfeldt submitted a report on the road improvements and Ed Knoechel gave a recycling report stating that Prevo’s cancelled the plastic bag recycling program that was announced last month and that the Traverse City Hazardous Material Drop-off Program is scheduled for July 24.  The program requires a phone call to 231 922 2052 to make an appointment and receive location instruction.  There is no charge to participate in the program and is an opportunity to dispose of hazardous materials.

5) Public Comments (other than agenda items): L.Kozan, representing ACPAWS (a non- profit organization), requested waiver of the hall rental fee for the annual yard sale to be held July 10 and 11.  It was moved by Parker, seconded and passed unanimously to waive the hall rental fee for ACPAWS for July 10 and 11.  D. Leys suggested future work projects at the Torch Bay Nature Preserve be publicized.  T. Berst and L. Lamanski, newly hired grounds-keepers, expressed concerns regarding their employment and duties.

6) Announcements:  Fireman’s Field Day is scheduled for August 7 at Barnes Park.  Volunteers are still needed to serve on various Township commissions and committees.

7) Fire Truck Bids were opened with the trucks going to the highest bidders for each one.  The 1969 International high bid was $2578 from Mark Gebhard and the 1960 Seagraves high bid was $1152 from Richard Trever.

8) Torch Bay Nature Preserve bids to perform the work as specified in J. Berst’s letter of May 17 were opened and the lowest bid was from East Bay Excavating at $3935, It was moved by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the bid from East Bay Excavating.  J. Berst gave a verbal update on the Torch Bay Nature Preserve and improvements thereto.
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9) EMS Draft Agreement With Northflight was discussed.

10) EMS Agreement With Lifelink was discussed.

11) EMS Billing Policy Discussion was on articles obtained from the Internet by Ditlow on Medicare’s definition of fraud, which includes the routine waiver of co-payments, and their pending litigation against certain municipalities.  As our billing policy was established after consultations, and on the recommendations of, the attorney’s for the Michigan Townships Association, it was the consensus of the board that our EMS billing policy should be forwarded to MTA along with the articles submitted by Ditlow and request they have their attorney’s take another look at the Medicare issue, and our billing policy, as this needs to be resolved not only for our Township, but every municipality billing for similar service.

12) EMS Day Crew-Time Off was discussed and a committee consisting of K. Ditlow, W. Laakko, and R. Norris with Norris as chairperson was established to develop more information for the board, including policies in effect in other communities.

13) EMS First Responder Program proposed by Ditlow in his letter of May 12 was discussed.  The board authorized Ditlow to initiate the program.

14) Post Office Relocation Update was given by Schmidt.

15) Day Park Bathroom Remodeling Update was given by Schmidt and discussed.  A request for bids on the job will be sent out.  Thanks go to Ivan Foerster for his input and for drawing up the blueprint.

16) Board Concerns: Permission was requested and granted for the Boy Scouts to hold a car wash fund raiser in the township hall parking lot, using biodegradable and phosphorus-free soap.  The authority for the Torch Bay Nature Preserve needed to be confirmed by the Board.  It was moved by Schmidt and seconded to approve Harold Gendelman from Bay Harbor Club I, Reg. Bird from the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Shirley Wolfe from Forest Beach, Jim Smith as Township representative at large, and Chris Redding from Bay Hubbell Club II.  Roll call vote:  aye – Hubbell, Norris, Schmidt, Leech, Parker; nay – none.  Ditlow requested guidance in certain delinquent EMS billings.  Hubbell noted the dock gate needs to have a padlock.

17) Public Concerns: Knoechel reported the grant application submitted to Munson Healthcare Regional Foundation was denied.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

