MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING


AUGUST 19, 1997, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT





Present:  Schmidt, Norris, Parker, Leech                     Audience: 18


Absent:  Hubbell





1.  The meeting was convened at 7:35 p.m. by Supervisor Schmidt and the pledge to the flag was given.





2.  The minutes for the meeting of July 10, July 16, July 28, August 6 and August 9 were approved and filed for audit.





3.  The expenditures for the Township, Fire Dist., and EMS were approved for payment.  At this time, Schmidt asked the Board for a policy decision regarding refund of fees paid for hearings.  The board concurred that since there are expenses incurred in notices and mailings, hearing fees will not be refundable.  





4.  The reports of the Zoning Administrator, Fire Dist., EMS and Treasurer were accepted.    





It was moved by Schmidt, supported and passed 3-1 that the Board accept the application of Rick Stasch as probationary fireman as requested by the Fire Chief and Fire Dept. Review Board.  Aye-Schmidt, Leech, Parker.  Nay-Norris.





E. Knoechel gave verbal reports on Cable and Recycling.  The cable company will be doing work some time after Labor Day which will interrupt service in the Township for one day from Thierry Circle and south.   They have been requested to give advance notice of when this will occur.  He gave an update on the project involving paper fiber.  It is expected to be opened to the enire county some time after Labor Day.  It will no longer be necessary to separate paper by fiber but there cannot be any metal in the paper.  Volunteers will be used at the onset to assist in initiating the public.  If interested in volunteering, contact E. Knoechel.  





Schmidt reported the old telephone poles which are being replaced along US 31 still have cable and some live wires attached to them which will be transferred to the new poles.  The old poles will be removed some time after Labor Day.





5.  Public concerns:  Inquiries were made about road paving policy, Road and Access Committee activities, status of "Roma's" sign at Eastport Market (Zoning Administrator to proceed with action for violation of  Zoning Ordinance), and 45 degree Parallel sign (expected to be erected next week).





6.  Announcements:  The local MTA Chapter meeting will be held Aug. 26 at 7:30 p.m. at the Kearney Township Hall.    The Firemen will be holding a benefit breakfast for Jerry's Kids on Aug. 24 from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon.  Schmidt read Jim Moore's letter of resignation from Torch Lake Township EMS effective October 17, 1997, or sooner if desired by the Board.





7.    Cellular Tower moratorium  (Res. 97-28):  It was moved by Schmidt, supported and passed unanimousy by roll call vote to approve Resolution 97-34 to extend the cellular tower moratorium to Dec.  21,  1997 as the Planning Commission is presently working on an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to regulate towers and antennae but will not be able to have it completed by the original


date of September 18, 1997.  Aye-Schmidt, Parker, Norris, Leech.  Nay-None.  Absent-Hubbell.





The Board agreed not to contribute $250 to Varnum, Riddering.





8.  It was moved by Parker, supported and passed on roll call vote 3-1 to approve the General Fund budget amendment to reflect new account numbers as recommended by the auditor.    Aye-Leech, Parker, Schmidt.  Nay-Norris.  Absent-Hubbell. 





It was moved by Parker, supported and passed unanimously on roll call vote to approve the Fire District Fund budget amendment to reflect new account numbers as recommended by the auditor.  Aye-Leech, Norris, Schmidt, Parker.  Nay-None.  Absent-Hubbell.





9.  Day Park Pavillion:  The Board gave Schmidt approval to contact three local contractors for bids to erect the new pavillion.





10.  Torch Bay Nature Preserve Easement and Management Plan.  It was moved by Schmidt, supported and passed unanimously to approve adoption of the Dedication of Conservation Easement as revised 8/13/96 by Chown and 5/23/97 by Berst.  





11.  Legal Agreement - Shuler:  It was moved by Schmidt, supported and passed unanimously to approve the SubDivision Deed Restriction Agreement with Pamela Shuler subject to eliminating "SubDivision" in the title and eliminating "on" following "lot 358" in the 2nd paragraph,  5th line, and also subject to approval of Bill Derman, Attorney.





12.  EMS officer appointments:  The following appointments were approved by roll call vote:


	Director - Jim Morre:  Motion by Schmidt, supported, passed unanimously.


	Deputy Director - Char Lundy:  Motion by Parker, supported, passed unanimously.


	Finance & Billing - Harold Kruse:  Motion by Schmidt, supported, passed unanimously.


	Secretary - Sharon Velding:  Motion by Parker, supported, passed unaimously.


	EMS Personnel - current employees:  Motion by Leech, supported, passed unanimously.





13.   Concerns of the Board:  Norris reported she has not contacted Meinke as yet.  Norris also commented on the lack of restoration of the Eden Shores access and reported a broken step on the stairs.





Concerns of Public:  The Board was reminded it had not approved the Plan for Management of the Torch/Bay Nature Preserve.  It was moved by Schmidt, supported and passed unanimously to approve the Plan for Management of the Torch/Bay Nature Preserve,  revised 4-9-97 and 5-23-97.  





There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.





Doris Leech, Clerk














