TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


APPROVED-NO CHANGES MINUTES OF TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
MAY 19, 2026
COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING
TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present: Cook, J. Merchant, M. Merchant
Absent: Graves, Schultz
Audience: 16

A. REPEATING AGENDA:
1. Meeting called to order by Cook at 7:04 pm.  Pledge recited.
2. Prior meeting minutes:
Regular Board Meeting 4/15/26-Approved-1 change
Special Meeting 5/8/26-Approved- 1 change
Special Meeting 5/12/26-Approved no changes
Special Meeting 5/14/26-Approved no changes
3. Correspondence and Announcements: 2 lengthy correspondence letters read by Clerk with regards to the Nakwema Trail.  Please see copies on website attached to minutes.
4. Approval of Agenda Content: Accepted with changes.  Cook /J. Merchant motion to table discussion of agenda items for board discussion on STR’s until Schultz and Graves are present, on Gen Rec and Park Fund until further info and input have been gathered.  Passes 3-0
5. Citizen Comment: Sheriff Hoch gives Sheriff’s Report.  Department has a new anonymous tip line (231-533-3636) and a new program called LEAP:  Citizens can attach a sticker to their vehicle to alert police officers to the presence of an autistic individual present in the vehicle.
B.  CONSENT AGENDA: Accepted by consent.

C.  SPECIAL REPORTS
1. Planning commission: Cook gives update.  Conditional approval of building permit for “old Petersons Restaurant”.  See meeting details online.
2. FOIA Update-One FOIA is currently being worked on.
3. Financial Overview- See specific details online.

D.  BOARD ACTION
      NO OLD BUSINESS-none
      NEW BUSINESS-Recognition of National EMS Week.  Board gives thanks and appreciation for the       exceptional service that our EMS workers provide.


E.  AGENDA FOR BOARD DISCUSSION  
        1. Update discussion related to a General Recreation & Park Fund.  TABLED
        2. Update discussions related to short-term rentals.  TABLED

F.  AGENDA FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY  
       	 

G.  CITIZEN COMMENT: Elizabeth Calcutt gives update on Nakewema Trail.

H.  BOARD COMMENT:   J. Merchant and M. Merchant comment that Schultz has been missed while she has been on vacation.  Cook gives his thoughts on possible Park and Rec Fund.

I.   ADJOURNMENT: Cook/J. Merchant to adjourn 7:39 pm


J. FUTURE MEETING AND HEARINGS:
	1. PC-Monday 6/15/2026-7pm
	2. Board Meeting-Tuesday, 6/16/2026-7pm
	3. ZBA- Wednesday 6/17/2026-6pm
	


Mary Merchant, Township Clerk

