TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


Amended Minutes Planning Commission Meeting
March 11, 2014
Community Service Building
Torch Lake Township

Present:	Joseph, Goossen, Bretz, Walworth, Jorgensen, Juall
Absent:	King
Others:	Briggs, Olsen, Grobbel
Audience:	Martel 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:39 p.m.  

  2.	Consideration of Agenda: 
Motion to approve agenda by Juall, seconded by Jorgensen, passed 6-0.

  3.	Correspondence, Meetings, Training, Announcements, etc.:
Walworth distributed Planning and Zoning communication magazine.  
For Planning Commission members, a course called Fire Wise will be offered March 19 in Charlevoix and March 24 in Traverse City.  Course is worth two credits toward Citizen Planner designation.

4. Approval of Minutes, February 11, 2014:
Motion to approve amended February 11 minutes by Juall, seconded by Bretz; Goossen abstained.
 
  5.	Concerns of the Public other than Agenda items:
Briggs said water initiatives group is holding a meeting, with free lunch, at Hayo-Went-Ha Camp on March 19.

  6	Discussion of Changes and Possible Action Regarding Kennels:
Grobbel summarized Version 4:  Proposed Commercial Kennels Ordinance, dated February 28, 2014.  Kennels will only be in Ag District as Special Use, and removed from commercial zone.  Page 2, Item e, Buildings where animals are kept, dog runs, tethers and exercise areas, shall not be located nearer than fifty (50) feet from any adjoining property line, Grobbel will add clarifying language such as “within 100 feet” or “physically abutting”.

7 Discussion of Changes and Possible Action Regarding Retail Agricultural Enterprises: 
Grobbel summarized Version 5:  Draft Retail Agricultural Enterprises, dated February 28, 2014.  Included defining farm market, roadside stand and signage.  Specifically for sign regulations, default to current sign ordinance.
Page 6, item 13c and d, Grobbel will correct the language.

  8.	Discussion of Changes and Possible Action Regarding Wineries, et al.:
Grobbel summarized Version 5:  Proposed Wineries, Micro-Brewery, or Micro-Distillery Ordinance, dated February 28, 2014.
Grobbel addressed the question of appropriate zones for the businesses:  Agicultural Zone, Commercial Zone or Village Business Zone.  Suggestion made to remove any “Production” from Commercial Zone.
Next step for three ordinances discussed above would be a Public Hearing before being forwarded to Antrim County officials.
Motion by Goossen for three sequential Public Hearings to discuss Kennels, Retail Agricultural and Wineries Ordinances, seconded by Joseph, passed 6-0.

   9.	Discussion of Email from Bill Briggs Regarding R-1 Rentals, et al:
Short term rentals are considered commercial activity and not allowed in areas zoned Residential.
R-1 rentals are considered commercial activity, and therefore not allowed in residential zone.  Suggested using current ZBA language and insert in General Provisions; will then apply to R-1, R-2 and R-3.  Juall referenced East Lansing rental licensing; Joseph said that was too much regulation.  

 10.	Concerns of the Public:
(1)  Martel said that he and Josh Vey, the new ordinance control officer, will work on blight ordinance in April.  (2)  The new community email list is working well and suggested using it for advertising the Public Hearings.  (3)  A meeting with Allied EMS regarding the Request for Proposal will be held on March 13 at 7:00.  (4)  Martel will be meeting with A-Ga-Ming regarding their site plan and PUD.

 11.	With no further business, meeting was adjourned by Walworth, seconded by Goossen at 9:44. 
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