TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


[bookmark: _GoBack]APPROVED DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING AS PREPARED 4-0
JULY 16, 2019
COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING
TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present:  Martel, Schultz, Petersen, Cook and Windiate
Absent:  None
Audience:  13

A. REPEATING AGENDA:

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.
2. Minutes:  Motion by Petersen to approve Minutes of June 18, 2019 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Petersen to approve the Minutes of Special Meeting July 8, 2019 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.
3. Correspondence, etc.  Clerk informed Board that the recording secretary, Mary Schoenherr, has had to resign.  Cook recommends an employment agency to help with replacement.
4. Agenda Content:  Motion by Cook to accept recommendation by Martel to change Agenda was seconded and passed 5-0.  Add D. 1 A. Shooting Range; remove D 2. Fire Chief Position and renumber remaining items; add D. 4.B Day Park Committee; E. 3 ZBA August meeting cancelled, next meeting September 11th.
5. Citizen Commentary:  None

B. CONSENT AGENDA:  Remove 3, 6, and 7 for discussion.  Remaining items are accepted.  In EMS report Cook had questions regarding the boat accident at the Day Park.  Could we have done something to prevent it??  Motion by Cook to approve remaining reports was seconded and passed 5-0.

C. SPECIAL REPORTS AGENDA:  Petersen reported that the PC approved the Minutes but had no other business.

D. BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION:
1a. Shooting Range:  There is a shooting range in one of our R1 zones that has been receiving a lot of complaints.  Township attorney replied the law says it’s not allowed in Cities or Charter Townships.  We are neither of those.  We are looking into options such as a Police Power Ordinance that would allow us to set a time frame for shooting.  We still have things to look at as this is in an R1 zone.  A Special Meeting with attorney is suggested.  From the audience, Dave Krohn appreciates what we are trying to do. Maybe through zoning we can prevent others.  It is hard to make an ordinance around this issue with NRA on one side and the safety of citizens on the other.  Chris Szejbach asked whether it was noise that caused the fireworks law to change.  Dave Barr asked about lead cleanup and PTS syndrome and the effects shooting might have. 

1b.  Bob Spencer FOIA appeal.  Mr. Spencer had requested he be on the Agenda tonight to explain the circumstances behind his Appeal, which is based on the denial of his FOIA requests dated May 15, 2019 and June 17, 2019.  Because he never received the requested information nor heard in any way from the Township within the allotted 15 business days, by FOIA statutes, that is considered a denial.  The Board now has 10 business days (by July 30, 2019) to take action on this Appeal.  Mr. Spencer is asking how the Board intends to handle this situation.  They must either reverse the denial, issue a written notice upholding the denial or issue a written notice upholding the denial in part.  Martel will be working on this with the Clerk.  Some general suggestions regarding FOIA include a monthly report regarding requests; meet with department heads of Planning Commission and ZBA and make sure they and their boards are clear on their personal responsibility to reply, and to reply in a timely fashion; review our policies with township attorney.


2. Custodial Contract:  After brief discussion of the terms of the new contract, the Motion by Cook to approve, with one typo to be corrected, was seconded and passed 5-0.  This contract takes effect July 2019 and expires March 31, 2022.  

3a.  Wall partition: At their Special Board Meeting July 8, 2019 the Board approved 4-0 a proposal from BTB Glass Co. to install a glass partition at the end of the office hallway.  Schultz would like to change the proposed layout of the partition.  The only way this can be done is for the Board to rescind the previous approved agreement.  The Motion by Schultz to rescind our July 8th Special Board Meeting as proposed in 4A. under glass partition in the office area dies for lack of second.  The proposal will remain as approved.

3b.  Day Park Committee:  Mr. Martel would like to reinstitute the Day Park Committee, who would review the usage and administration of the William K Good Day Park especially as they relate to safety, and to make yearly recommendations to the township board.  The Motion by Martel to accept the Day Park Advisory Committee as referenced in Memo date July 7, 2019 was seconded and passed 5-0.

4. Eden Shores SAD update:  An easement agreement needs to be signed by Katherine Berst and the township and then it should be ready to go.  Cook is not 100% sure of this special assessment.  He believes it is a tough sell.  Petersen agrees.  He does not like the fact that the road is not built up to county standards and is afraid of our liability.

5. Sample Minutes:  Martel came across sample Minutes from Lake City and likes the format. He is just
putting it out there for consideration.

E. FUTURE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS:
1.  Board Meeting August 20, 2019 at 7:00 PM.
2. Planning Commission August 13, 2019 at 7:00 PM.
3. ZBA August 14, 2019 has been cancelled.

F. CITIZEN COMMENT:  1. Deb Graber reminds the Board to not interrupt each other and to be patient; also, some suggestions for the Day Park:  bike rack, suggestion box, recycling bins; the ramp needs repair.

G. BOARD COMMENT:  1. Cook inquired about the septic situation at the park.  2. Schultz reminded the Board that the suicide assist program training will be here tomorrow.  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM.

These Minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  Kathy S. Windiate  Township Clerk
