TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANATRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES OF TOWNSHIP BOARD
SPECIAL MEETING JULY 29, 2009

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  +/- 32
1. Meeting convened at 6:03 PM followed by pledge to the flag.

2. Items for Discussion and Possible Board Action:

A.  Phragmites Ordinance.  Lorraine Mottern began with brief summary of phragmites in the township to date and had a sample of the plant for inspection.  Bryan Graham, township attorney, was also present.  He referenced the Ordinances he had prepared for Beaver Island, Norwood and Banks Township, which had also been reviewed by DEQ.  Township resident, Tom Stillings had prepared an alternate ordinance which showed language to be added or deleted from the Ordinance enacted by the Township.  Graham had reviewed both documents and had his analysis of those proposed changes.  Tomlinson lead the discussion with input from Graham as needed.  After discussion it was agreed to change the ordinance to have a “complaint” be the trigger for an inspection rather then inspection by the township.   It was agreed the township can legally pay for the treatment this year using General Fund monies but options for the future will be open for change.  Graham will update the document with tonight’s recommendations and get them to the Board as soon as possible.                   At that time the Board can approve the changes, publish the changes and have the Ordinance take effect 30 days after that date.
B.  2009 Phragmites Treatment Plan.  After discussion, the motion by Tomlinson and seconded by Martel authorizes the Supervisor to send out letters to owners of potentially effected sites requesting permission to treat or to allow them to opt out.  The letter will include a self-addressed envelope.  Motion carries 5-0.  The motion by Tomlinson to accept the low bid from Lakeshore Environmental is withdrawn.  The motion by Martel and seconded by Schultz allows the Supervisor to contact Lakeshore Environmental and PLM with questions about permit assistance, guarantee, equipment usage and drop dead date.  Motion carries 5-0.

3. Township Board Commentary.  Martel comments that it was a good meeting!

4. Citizen Commentary.  Gerry Sell stated that she was impressed with the Board tonight, especially for Parker to admit that he wished he had done things differently.  Good Job.

5. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk

