TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD

JULY 21, 2009

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  15

1. Meeting was called to order at 7 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Motion by Tomlinson to approve minutes of July 9, 2009 with the following corrections is seconded and passed 5-0.  Item 3,  number 1, change to read deadline for the “publication of proposed agenda”;  in Item 3, change second number three to four and correct to read where we stand on the “public opinion” surveys.  Change number 4 to number 5.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve the minutes of June 16, 2009 with the following corrections is seconded and passed 5-0:  In item 7 line 2, change to read needs a Police Power Noise Ordinance “and a proposed ordinance is provided for review.  In item 8 a. change to read spraying was done at the “township parks”.
3. Correspondence:  There were none.
4. Motion by Schultz to approve Agenda Content as written was seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Commentary.  Don Leys made a presentation to Supervisor Parker of a gavel to help him “control” meetings.

6. Consent Agenda.  Item A. Clerk Expenditures is removed for discussion.  Motion by Martel to approve with exception of item A is seconded and passed 5-0. Martel asked if itemized billings had been submitted by the Township Planner. After further discussion, motion by Tomlinson to receive monthly expenditures item A as presented by Clerk is seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Informational Items.  A.  County Planning Commission Report by Martel states there is nothing to report.  B.  Township Planning Commission Report by Tomlinson states there was a Public Hearing for the PUD.  There are suggested changes in the language and the Planner will update.  The Planner also presented a Noise Ordinance compiled from other surrounding area ordinances.  The PC still believes the Township needs an Ordinance.  Tomlinson suggests we pass this one along to the Township attorney for his comments.  C. Phragmites Response from Parker states 390 letters were sent out, 217 were returned, with 205 yes, 7 no and 5 uncertain.  D.  Pet litter bag dispensers were installed at the Day Park by the UTLA’s Jim and Sylvia Walworth.  Clerk will prepare a letter thanking them for the contribution.
8. Items for Discussion/Possible Action.  A. Trendwell Energy Corp. presentation by Kevin Hackert of Western Land Services, requesting Right of Way Agreement with the Township allowing them to locate pipelines under the south 10 feet of the Fire Department.  After question and answer session the motion by Tomlinson is seconded by Martel to give authority to Supervisor to sign agreement with the following contingencies:  1. Indicate what is being transferred through pipelines and 2. States that agreement dies when gas production ceases.  Motion carries 5-0.  B.  Ellsworth Farmer’s Exchange Pre Buy Program 2009-2010.  Proposed agreement sets pre-buy price at $1.50/gallon.  Schultz asks about any other bids that may have been received.  It is suggested Crystal Flash and Derrer also be contacted.  Motion by Tomlinson to direct Supervisor to enterer into any pre-buy agreement program at $1.50/gallon, or better, with a quantity to be determined is seconded and passed 5-0.  C.  EMS Director’s proposal to hire William Noecker.  After discussion, motion by Tomlinson to offer part time employment to William Noecker upon his completion of State of Michigan EMT certification at his expense in accordance with EMS employment policies is seconded and passed 5-0.  D.  EMS Director’s proposal to hire Donald Frosty.  After discussion, motion by Schultz to accept recommendation of Director and Deputy Director to hire Donald Frosty effective upon completion of office paperwork is seconded and passed 5-0.  E.  Cemetery Logging.  Tomlinson presented map of cemetery and highlighted areas to be processed.  Upon further discussion it is agreed to look into a few more companies for bids.  F.   Bid opening for Phragmites treatment program.  Bids from 4 companies were opened by Martel.  Vickie J. Smith submitted bid of $5300.  PLM Lake and Land Management co submitted a bid of $3200.  Bid from Lakeshore Environmental was $2900 and J. F. New submitted a bid of $9600.  All bids were based on the treatment of 9.5 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline.  Supervisor will review the bids.
9. Board Commentary.  1. Martel indicated an email received from Tom Stillings was a summary of the Saturday phragmites meeting held June 27th and was not complete.  2.  Schultz refers to the July 17th memo received from Ditlow regarding the five residents with outstanding balances to be paid from the Special Assessment District.  Board members will meet with Gerry Sell to discuss.  3.  Tomlinson refers to EMS Ad Hoc study.  Ron Frohriep, Jack Price and Tomlinson have been meeting informally to try and make sense of data in the original study.  From the audience, Bill Laako stated his confusion.  The former board voted 5-0 to accept the recommendations of the previous EMS study.  If the current board does not want to accept those recommendations they must move to not do so.
10.  Citizen Commentary.  1. Dick Ellison asked about summer tax bill.  Will there also be a winter tax?  Schultz replied that the summer tax is just the school portion.  There will also be a winter tax.  2.  Gerry Sell inquired about the status of the new survey.  3.  Diana Hein had questions about the July 9th special meeting.  

11. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk

