TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD

APRIL 21, 2009

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  7

1. Meeting convened at 7:03 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Approval of Minutes.  Motion by Schultz and seconded by Martel to approve as prepared the minutes of March 17, 2009 regular Board Meeting passed 5-0.  Motion by Schultz and seconded by Martel to approve as prepared the minutes of March 21, 2009 Special Meeting passed 5-0.

3. Correspondence.  Parker relayed a phone message received in the office regarding swimmer’s itch and the request to remind people not to feed the ducks.  

4. Motion by Schultz and seconded by Windiate to approve Agenda content as written was approved 5-0.
5. Citizen Comment other than agenda items.  There were no citizen comments.

6. After questions regarding pension fund and monthly expenditures, the motion by Schultz, seconded by Martel to approve the Consent Agenda passed 5-0.

7. A.  County Planning Commission report by Martel was that there was nothing to report.  B.  Report from Tomlinson on Township Planning Commission was that progress was being made on the PUD.  The PC is looking into the requirements for members to recuse themselves.  C.  Appraisal.  Parker contacted 2 different appraisers for bids to appraise the Eastport property.  The second person was 75% less then the first, because this was a redo from the first appraisal.  The fee was $750.00.  The value of the property has not yet been determined.  Parker has been in contact with Mr. Pardee to keep him informed of the progress.  D.  Recreation Plan Committee.  Parker has met with 3 of the 5 members to update the purposes of the committee.  E.  Parker gave figures for the final Township taxable value, which increased approximately $500,000.  F.  Septic Tank Inspections.  Three Lakes Association is looking into ordinances to require a septic tank inspect5ion at the point-of-sale.  They would like to make a presentation to the Board at the next regular meeting, May 19, 2009, which would last approximately 30 minutes.  G.  Scheduled Meetings.  There will be a Special Board meeting on Wednesday May 6, 2009 and the Regular meeting on May 19, 2009.  H.  MTA meeting April 30, 2009 in Bellaire with Jason Allen scheduled to address the members.

8. Items for Discussion and Possible Action.  A.  Motion by Schultz and seconded by Martel to approve the recommendation of Chief Dawson and offer employment to Ryan Bigelow as Probationary Firefighter was approved 5-0.  B.  Remote Board Member Teleconferencing Policy.  Motion by Tomlinson and seconded by Windiate to approve the resolution with two corrections.  In item 2, line 2; add period after word “community” and remove “and with”.  Add “Further, the remote participant needs the approval of the Supervisor or other Board Member, such as Clerk, or applicable board chair.  Roll call vote shows motion carried 5-0.  Clerk will add correct resolution number to the document.  C.  Resolution to Provide Scheduling Flexibility for July and December Board of Review Meeting.  Motion by Schultz and seconded by Martel to approve the resolution as written passed with roll call vote showing 5-0.  Clerk will add correct resolution number to the document.  D.  Phragmites.  Further discussion of this item will be added to the Special Board Meeting agenda May 15, 2009.
9. Board Commentary.  Tomlinson, in response to the question if he has been fulfilling his campaign promises regarding donations to the Boy Scouts replied “you betcha” and has provided board members a brochure for them to make contributions as well.  Schultz thanked the township for the installation of the handicap-accessible doors.  She also informed the Township of an invitation from Nels Veliquette to the Farm Land Preservation Tour and Luncheon on May 15, 2009.  They would like at least one Board member to attend.  
10. Citizen Commentary.  A.  Hein asked about the Constable position.  Parker explained that the Township is looking into the possibility of a one man police force, which would allow us to hire outside of the township boundaries.  B.  Sell encouraged the Board to think about the possible damage to native species versus invasive species of phragmites.  Parker replied that if nothing is done, the native species will not survive anyway.

11. With no further business, meeting is adjourned at 8:25 PM.
These minutes are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled Board Meeting.

