TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD

MARCH 17, 2009

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  11

1. Meeting convened at 7 PM, followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Approval of minutes.  Motion by Martel was seconded and passed 5-0 to approve minutes of February 12, 2009 as prepared.  Motion by Schultz was seconded and passed 5-0 to approve minutes of February 16, 2009 as prepared.  Motion by Schultz was seconded and passed 5-0 to approve minutes of February 17, 2009 as prepared.  Motion by Schultz was seconded and passed 5-0 to approve minutes of February 19, 2009 as prepared.  Motion by Schultz was seconded and passed 5-0 to approve minutes of February 23, 2009 as prepared.  Motion by Schultz was seconded and passed 5-0 to approve minutes of February 26, 2009 as prepared.  Motion by Schultz was seconded and passed 5-0 to approve minutes of March 3, 2009 as prepared.  
3. Correspondence.  Parker highlighted MTA chapter meeting held in Elk Rapids, where phragmites and wind generators were the topics of discussion.   

4. Motion by Tomlinson was seconded by Schultz and passed 5-0 to approve the Agenda content with two changes.  Add minutes of February 26, 2009 and change minutes of March 5th to March 3rd.

5. Citizen Commentary.  There was none.

6. Consent Agenda.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve consent agenda with the substitution by Clerk of page 1 “Year-to-Date Budget”, which has three corrections.  Seconded by Martel and passed 5-0.

7. Informational Items.  A.  County Planning Commission report by Martel that Commission is working on their Master Plan, which was approved last year.  B.  Township Planning Commission report by Tomlinson that PC is continuing work on PUD ordinance.  Hopefully will be wrapped up in a few more meetings.  C.  Special Board meetings will be held March 18, 2009 and April 2, 2009 (this meeting was later cancelled).  The Annual Meeting of Township Electors will be Saturday March 21, 2009 at 9 AM.  D.  Board of Review wrap-up meeting will be held March 27, 2009 at 9 AM.
8. Discussion and Possible Action:  A. EMS interview committee recommendation to hire Kayla Thomas.  Motion by Tomlinson and seconded by Windiate to approve the recommendation to hire Kayla Thomas passed 5-0.  B.  From the audience Greg Pardee addressed the Board regarding a Flea Market or Bargain Barn in the old township hall.  He is inquiring if the township would be interested in a lease with option to buy, dependant on price.   It is agreed that he would need to do a Special Use Permit, but that the township needs to have the property professionally appraised before he should do that.  Parker will look into getting the property appraised.  C.  Teleconferencing Policy.  It is thought that work is still needed on the proposed language and Tomlinson and Knoechel will work together on this.
9. Board Commentary:  Martel discussed meeting of the Republican Women of Leelanau County he had attended.  Russ Harding was speaker and he addressed the issue of regulatory takings.
10. Citizen Commentary.  1.  Maryanne Jorgensen thought the leasing idea was a good one and suggested a value per square foot for the lease would need to be determined.  2.  Diana Hein asked whether the township could waive the fee for a Special Use permit.  Parker suggested that he and PC chair Scott can look into that.  
11. With no further business motion to adjourn at 8:20 PM carries 5-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk

