MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF DECEMBER 17, 2007, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Supervisor Spencer, Clerk Leech, Treasurer Schultz, Trustees Parker & Martel                      Audience: 30 +/-

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by the Supervisor followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes for the meetings of November 20 and November 30 were approved by motions of Parker and the meeting of December 7 by motion of Schultz.  Each motion was seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Correspondence: David Barth of Ascom North and Karen Ferguson, Attorney

4. Agenda Content: Motion by Leech to approve the agenda content was seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Comment: L. Tomlinson inquired as to nature of pending litigation.  D. Hein commended constable. E. Knoechel asked for confirmation that the constable position is an elected office.

6. Consent Agenda: Motion by Parker to approve the consent agenda was seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Informational Items: (a) Planning Commission report received from Parker.  (b) County Planning Commission report received from Martel.  (c) EMS Ad Hoc Study Committee interim report received from R. Norris.  (d) Comprehensive Policy Proposals update given by Spencer.  (e) Proposed Board Meeting Schedule: motion by Martel to change the January 15, 2008 regular meeting date to Thursday, January 17 due to conflict with Presidential Primary election was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  Motion by Spencer to approve special meeting dates of Jan. 29, Feb. 5, and March 4 at 7:00 p.m. as budget and policy workshops was seconded and passed 5-0.  

8. Discussion and Action Items: (a) Motion by Schultz to accept the Fire Chief’s recommendation and approve employment of Joseph Cerka as probationary fireman was seconded and approved 5-0.  (b) Motion by Spencer to amend the 2007-2008 General Fund budget and transfer $2100 from fund balance to 101 301 860 00 was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  Motion by Schultz to amend the 2007-2008 General Fund budget and transfer $2600 from fund balance to 101 851 910 00 was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  (c) Spencer reviewed the previous proceedings re the proposed zoning ordinance amendment regulating lake access and use.  Board members expressed a need for more information and motion was made by Schultz to return the proposed zoning amendment to the Planning Commission for additional research and clarification as suggested in the supervisor’s memo of Dec. 17 to Board members.  In addition to the six items listed in the memo, the Planning Commission should also state the exact purpose of the amendment, clarify the impact of Article 2, F. on existing Article 12, get clarification of impact of Attorney General ruling #6070 of 1982, and advise if the dock length and boat numbers apply to Lake Michigan.  The motion was seconded and passed 5-0.  (d) Motion by Leech to send, on behalf of the board, the supervisor’s memo of December 17 addressed to Board Members on the subject of Planned Residential Zoning Considerations to the Planning Commission for consideration in their deliberations was seconded and passed 5-0.  (e) Road maintenance funding was discussed with no action. (f.1) Fire Dept. report-no action. (f.2) Motion by Parker to approve the proposed Blight Elimination Ordinance draft dated 12/13/2007 was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  No action on the proposed Video Service Provider Right-of-Way Ordinance.  (g) Internet signal accessibility: Martel reported on meeting with Charter Communications representatives.  (h,1) Motion by Parker to approve the Authorized Driving of Emergency Vehicles Policy Proposal dated December 17, 2007, which supersedes any previous policy, was seconded and passed 5-0.  (h.2) Motion by Parker to approve the EMS Notice of Privacy Practices dated December 17, 2007 for distribution to EMS patients was seconded and passed 5-0. (i) Motion by Spencer to appoint the EMS Director as EMS Privacy Officer was seconded and passed 5-0.

9. Board Comment:  Parker asked whether wind turbines are addressed in the proposed citizen survey, Schultz reminded that dog licenses are available from her thru 2/29, Leech urged use of attorney in proposed Lake Use amendment, Martel asked who was to respond to Ferguson letter.

10. Citizen Comment: None.

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk 

