MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF JULY 17, 2007

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Spencer, Parker, Martel                             Audience: 15 +/-

Absent:  None

1. Supervisor Spencer convened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. and led the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes were approved as follows:  June 19 meeting by motion of Schultz; June 19 closed session by motion of Parker; July 2 meeting by motion of Parker, July 2 closed session by Spencer.  Each motion was seconded and passed 5-0.
3. Correspondence:  D. Gaskell letter of July 9, M/M John Sowle letter of July 8, Martha M. Yocum letter of July 12.
4. Agenda content approved with addition of 8.i., Special Board Meeting July 31, by motion of Leech which was seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Comment: V. Hogan on Governor’s push for legislation to move key duties to county level in townships under 20,000.
6. Consent Agenda approved by motion of Parker which was seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Informational Items: (a) Presentation by members of Antrim County Solid Waste Recycling Committee. (b) Planning Commission report by Parker. (c) Procurement of EMS and Fire vehicles deferred as later agenda items. (d) Spencer report on need for review of policies. (e) Persons interested in serving on Planning Commission, ZBA or EMS committee should submit letter of interest and brief resume to the supervisor. (f) Request for a Special Assessment District received for the paving of Nichols Road.  Additional information is needed before addressing the request.
8. Discussion/Action Items: (a) Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0, to approve the write-off of EMS finance charges billed to patient accounts in error on 4/1/06 in the amount of $3,702.09. (b) Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0, to approve the purchase of a new Marque Type I ambulance as outlined in the July 12, 2007 letter and attachments from Ditlow contingent upon obtaining financing acceptable to the board. (c) Motion by Spencer, seconded and passed 5-0, to pay East Jordan EMS $9,625 to cover outstanding invoices for ALS service dated from 1/31/05 thru 06/05/07. (d) Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote, to approve the zoning ordinance amendment to allow hunting preserves in the Agriculture Zone as outlined in the attachments to the Zoning Administrator’s letter of June 13, 2007 to the Supervisor.  (e) Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote, to approve the Draft Land Use Plan dated June 12 with some minor informational additions and deletions, and correction of some typing errors as noted in discussion.  (f) Monthly reports: no action.  (g) Public Opinion survey: board to review content, no action. (h) Township Ordinances - Noise & Nuisance, Blight, Junk Vehicle: discussion, Parker will assist in language. (i) The supervisor called a special board meeting for July 31 at 7:30 p.m. to work on Fire Dept. matters.
9. Board Comment: Martel inquired of action on Sowle letter and reported on contacts made re service responsibilities of cable companies. 

10. Citizen Comment:  Nogle commented on local cable service.  Knoechel inquired how far Nichols Rd. was requested to be paved.

11. The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

