MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF JUNE 19, 2007, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Spencer, Parker, Martel                             Audience:  14 +/-

Absent:  None

1. Call to order was at 7:30 p.m. followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Minutes: Motions by Parker were seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the May 15 and June 1 meeting minutes.  Motion by Spencer was seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the June 1 executive (closed) session.

3. Correspondence: Ditlow memo of May 21 re billing update; Hein letter of May 14 re EMS Medical Services.

4. Agenda Content: Approved by motion of Parker, seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Commentary: D. Hein re Land Use Plan; E. Knoechel re pipe line landscape restoration; R. Norris re disposition of  tower on township property.

6. Consent Agenda: Approved with exception of c. and d. by motion of Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0.  # c.   Discussion of report format.  Spencer will work with Zoning Administrator to revise the Zoning Administrator’s report to include information to re footings inspections and/or closure information for permits issued.  Motion by Parker to accept the report with correction of Helen Davis’ name was seconded and passed 5-0.  # (d) Unpaid run fees was discussed.  Motion by Martel to approve the EMS report with the corrected spelling of Pfizer Foundation was seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Information items: (a) Spencer gave update on new facility construction. (b) Planning Commission report received from Parker.  (c) County Planning Commission report received from Martel.  (d) Report by Leech on permitted uses of the Cemetery expendable fund balance. (e )Spencer reported on meeting with residents/property owners re EMS services.  (f) Spencer gave written summary of meeting with DNR representatives re boat ramp at end of McLachlan Rd. (g) Road improvements have been completed at Public Dock Rd., Thierry Circle and Servers Drive. (h) Copy of Ambulance specifications prepared by Ditlow was distributed. (i) Spencer requested comments on sample chairs for new township facility.  (j) Spencer reported a contract with the Sheriff is pending another meeting with the Sheriff and Prosecuting Attorney.  

8. Discussion/Possible Action items:  (A) Zoning Ordinance amendments recommended by Planning Commission: 1.  Motion by Parker to approve the addition of Hunting Preserves in Agricultural Zone was seconded and defeated by a roll call vote of 0 “aye” and 5 “nay”, objection being a use by right.  2.  Motion by Parker to approve the addition of “Hotel” to Definitions as “An establishment under single ownership with an on-site office that provides transient lodging and consists of single room units with one or more beds and a bathroom.  The unit may provide small appliances for the convenience of guests.  The Hotel/Motel may contain a restaurant or small coffee shop for guests and the general public.”  Motion was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  3.  Motion by Parker to approve those zoning ordinance changes necessary to bring the ordinance into compliance as mandated in the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act of 2006, P.A. 110.  was seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote.  These approved amendments will become effective 8 days after newspaper publication.  (B) Township Road Ends: Pictures of other townships signage was reviewed.  Spencer will pursue South St. access situation, in lieu of what other townships have done.  (C) Lack of HDTV signal availability was discussed. Charter Cable has again stated they do not plan to provide the service due to “not enough business”.  Martel will write a letter to Public Service Commission inquiring what quality of service Charter is obligated to provide it’s customers.  (D) Motion by Parker to approve the supervisor’s recommendation to establish an Emergency Medical Services Study Committee was seconded and passed 4-1 with Leech casting the dissenting vote.  (E) Monthly reports: deferred to next month’s agenda.  (F) Public Opinion Survey:  Martel and Parker will work on the proposed survey and report next month.  (G) Township policies: Discussion on need to review.   Carrying a gun in performing duties as a township employee was discussed.  Spencer will prepare a statement on the board’s position for board review.  (H) Township Ordinances: Spencer recommends they be updated and will be an agenda item next month.  (I) City of East Jordan: Outstanding invoices to Torch Lake Township for EMS ALS intercept services were discussed with no action.  (J) Township Eastport property:  Leech will solicit various Commercial Realtors for market analysis.  (K) Property Purchase: Motion  by Parker to go into Executive (closed) session to discuss the potential purchase of real estate was seconded and passed 5-0 at ll:55 p.m.  The board returned to open session at 12: 15 p.m. and confirmed there is interest in purchasing the property in question.  A determination as to how much of the land is appropriate for cemetery purposes is needed.  Motion by Schultz for supervisor to contact Gary Mortenson and request he look at the property and give us his opinion of its suitability was seconded and passed 5-0.

9. Board Commentary:  Leech questioned the Constable patrolling County Park.  Leech inquired re board interest in attending Summer Legislative Forum in August at Shanty Creek.  Schultz reminded board of Chapter meeting at 7:30p.m. on June 26 in Elk Rapids.  Schultz advised that questions and concerns regarding the mandatory statewide notice by MDEQ which will be noted on the upcoming 2007 summer tax bills should be directed to Amy Lounds (MDEQ) 517 241 8169; the County Register of Deeds; or go to the web site www.michigan.gov/deqwetlands.  She also noted summer deferment applications are available upon request.
10. Citizen Comment:  E. Knoechel offered reminder that grounds unsuitable for burial might be utilized for cremations.

11. Adjournment was at 12:30 a.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

