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MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF FEBRUARY 22, 2007

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT
1. The meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. followed by the pledge to the flag with board members Schultz, Leech, Spencer, Parker and Martel and an audience of 7 present.

2. Minutes of Jan. 16 meeting were approved by motion of Schultz, minutes of Feb. 8 meeting were approved by motion of Parker and minutes of Feb. 14 were approved by motion of Schultz.  The motions were seconded and passed 5-0.

3. Correspondence: Letter from  Alden State Bank re PSB financing, e-mail from T. Peterson re moratorium on commercial development.

4. Agenda Content: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0, to approve with the addition of firefighter application to #8 as c.2.  

5. Citizen Commentary: Inquiry was made on status of US 31 restorations following installation of pipe line; it was noted that website information on the Public Safety Building is not current.

6. Consent Agenda: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0. to approve with the exception  of the EMS report.  Following discussion and explanation of terms, motion by Leech to accept the monthly EMS report was seconded and passed 5-0.

7. Information Items: Reports were received from Parker re the Planning Commission activity; Martel on the County Planning Commission activity; and Spencer noted Board of Review will meet on March 12 from 9a-12p and 1p-4p; March 14 from 6p-9p; March 16 from 9a-12p and 1p-3p.  A special board meeting to hold budget hearings for the 2007-2008 fiscal year and the annual meeting of electors will be held on March 24 starting at 9:00 a.m.

8. Items for discussion and possible board action:

a. A Public Access and Mooring Ordinance draft was discussed.  Parker and Leech will do further work on the subject.

b. Update by Spencer on proposed County recycling program.

c. (1) Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0, to offer EMS employment to Brenda Oldebekking.  Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0 to accept the recommendation of the interview committee and offer the position of EMS Deputy Director to Brenda Oldebekking effective March 1, 2007 with a probationary period of six months.  (2) Motion by Parker that the board decline to act on the application for employment as firefighter from John Vaquera and return it to the Fire Chief to be properly completed by the applicant and resubmit to the board within the required time frame.

d. Motion by Spencer to approve, as presented by the Planning Commission, the resolution to impose a temporary moratorium of six months on consideration of any commercial development/project was defeated 3-2 by roll call vote: aye-Spencer, Parker; nay-Leech, Schultz, Martel.

e. Motion by Martel, seconded and passed 5-0, for the supervisor to proceed on behalf of the Township to contract with Alden State Bank for PSB financing of one million dollars at a fixed interest rate of 4.75% for a term of 15 years.

f. There will be a budget workshop meeting of the board at 1p on Feb. 28.

9. Board comment:  Spencer noted he would be meeting with furniture sales people re the PSB.  Leech reminded that Torch Lake Township voters residing in the Central Lake School District would vote at the Torch Lake Twp. hall for future school elections as of the May 8 school election.  MTA Chapter meeting is Feb. 27 in Mancelona.                      

10. Citizen Comment: E. Knoechel presented an article on stackable chairs and Leys suggested consideration of an increase in hall rental rates.

11. Adjournment was at 9:45p.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.
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