MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF MAY 16, 2006 , TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Spencer, Parker, Martel                    Audience: 20 +/-

Absent:  None

The meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. followed by the pledge to the flag.

Minutes of the April 18, 2006 meeting were approved and filed for audit.

Agenda content was approved with additions by motion from Parker, seconded and passed 5-0.

Supervisor comments: Being his first meeting as supervisor, Spencer spoke of his background, plans, goals and meeting procedures.

Citizen comments: R. Norris suggested board meetings be limited to 2 hours.  J. Norris suggested a form of Roberts rules be adopted and followed and ask each board member to comment before votes.

Reports/Information:  Barnes Park has been adding campsites and trails to the facility.  There has been no decision as yet by the DEQ as to the location of a new boat launch on the bay.  Reports were accepted from the EMS and Fire Depts., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, E-911 Central Dispatch, the board’s planning commission representative, and the Public Safety Building Advisory Ad-hoc Committee.  Volunteers are needed for future vacancies on the Township committees and commissions.  Correspondence:  Antrim County Treasurer advised two lots in Bay View Beach Sub-Division will be offered for tax sale and letter from D. Almeter  of SOS (Save Our Shoreline) requesting support in removing the Sunset Provision from the Beach Maintenance Law.

Discussion Items:  (A) A special board meeting will be held at a later date to discuss long-term planning and goal setting. (B) Installation of a streetlight at US 31 and Manitou Trail tabled to June. (C) A survey of other EMS and Fire. Dept’s. wages needs to be conducted before pursuing possible adjustments to the Torch Lake Township EMS and Fire Dept’s. pay scale. (D) Spencer will contact local providers and gather information pertaining to website management and features. (E) A decision on the township hall roof maintenance is postponed until Spencer can get up-to-date quote from Bloxsom. (F) A contract offer from Ferrellgas was discussed.  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 authorized Spencer to investigate alternate fuel sources and contract with most advantageous without further board approval.

Board Action Items: (A) Motion by Martel, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve expenditures for all township funds as submitted.  (B) Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to accept the supervisor’s recommendation and approve the appointment of Kris Elbert to the Township Planning Commission to complete the vacated term expiring October 31, 2008. (C) Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the  
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PSBAAC recommended “short list” of firms to receive “Request for Proposal” and  consideration for a contract with the township. (D) A joint meeting with the PSBAAC was scheduled for May 17 at 7:30 p.m. and May 22 at 2:00 p.m. by motion from Parker, which was seconded and passed 5-0.  (The May 22 meeting was cancelled at the May 17th meeting.) 

Board Commentary: Schultz reminded cell phones should be turned off during meetings. Leech advised car stickers are now available for residents using the Elk Rapids Waste/Recycling Center.  Leech also would like to have a committee, or at least one person, to oversee the needs of the Day Park, boat dock and ramp, and Torch Bay Nature Preserve and also a committee to address the cemetery needs. Martel reported the County is looking at the Soil Conservation Ordinance closely. Parker suggested the Township’s liability insurance should be reviewed for adequate coverage.  Spencer mentioned there will be a Petoskey Stone Festival at Barnes Park May 27 from 10a to 4p, free admission.

Citizen Commentary: W. Laakko would like the Board to send letter of support to SOS. Walworth distributed literature for Board to read before the meeting with PSBAAC.  E. Knoechel suggested the board pursue having 911 phones at the fire stations. W. Mottern offered congratulations on a good meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

