MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 21, 2006, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schmidt, Parker, Martel, Schultz, Leech               Audience: 14

Absent:  None

1. The meeting convened at 7:30p.m. following the pledge to the flag.

2. Public Comments:  Ms. V. Rubingh spoke on behalf of Jerry Zandstra who is a candidate for the U. S. Senate.

3. Minutes of Jan. 17, 2006 meeting were approved with the deletion of “phone” service in item #9.  Minutes of Feb. 2, 2006 special board meeting were approved. Both sets of minutes are filed for audit.

4. Expenditures were approved as submitted for all township funds.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS & Fire Depts., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, E911 Central Dispatch and the Board’s Planning Commission representative.

6. Announcements: Special Recall Election is 2/28 at the Township Hall.  General Fund Budget Hearing, Ambulance District Budget Hearing, Fire District & Annual Meeting are scheduled for 3/25/2006 starting at 9:00a.m.  Volunteers are still needed for future vacancies on Township Boards and Commissions.  EMS & Fire Dept. personnel are always needed.  Employment applications are available in the township office.  Correspondence: None.

7. Public Safety Building Ad-hoc Advisory Committee (PSBAAC) update. J.Walworth and J. Mottern gave a status report on the committee’s activities.  Written copies of their report are available in the township office or from committee members.  They will host an informational meeting on Saturday, March 4 at 9:00a.m. in the township hall.  All Township residents and property owners are urged to attend and be informed.

8. Reimbursement of Medical Expenses – Don Leys: Tabled to next month due to Leys called out on an EMS run.

9. Summer Tax Collection Update: Following discussion, the board concurred Schmidt should continue to negotiate with the Elk Rapids Public Schools for fee of $4.10 per parcel.

10. Township Board Salary Resolutions: Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to approve Resolution 06-02 to set the salary of Supervisor at $14,800 and the salary for assessing at $22,900 for a total of $37,700 for the fiscal year 2006-2007.  Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to approve Resolution 06-03 to set the salary of Clerk at $14,800 for the fiscal year 2006-2007.  Motion by Schultz, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to approve Resolution 06-04 to set the salary of Treasurer at $18,000, which includes the salary for summer tax collection, for the fiscal year 2006-2007.  Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve Resolution 06-05 to set the 
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salary of Trustee at $2500 for the fiscal year of 2006-2007, which is no change over 2005-2006.

11. Board of Review Appointment: Motion by Parker, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to accept the recommendation of Schmidt to appoint Nick Hein to the Board of Review to complete the vacated term expiring 12/06.

12. Liquor Fund Budget Amendment: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0 by roll call vote to amend the Liquor Fund Budget by transferring  $200 from fund balance to expenditures.

13. Township Board Concerns: There will be a special board meeting, which will be a budget work session, on Monday, March 13 at 7:00p.m. in the Township Hall.

14. Public Comments: P. Keelan urged pay raises be given to EMS and Fire Dept. personnel.  E. Knoechel commented on ZBA members wages of $35 per meeting for a recent 8 minute meeting.  E. Knoechel expressed concern whether there are any contingency plans in case of successful recalls.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

