MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 18, 2005, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Martel



Audience: 13

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments: None.

3. Minutes of Dec. 21, 2004 meeting:  Martel expressed concern about lack of detail in the minutes.  He suggested that initially the full name be given when “PSB” or any other acronym is used.  He also requested that #8 include the statement: “Alan Martel suggested that for lack of info and data the FDFAC (Fire Dept. Facilities Advisory Committee) not consider the addition of township offices at their next meeting.”  The board delayed approval of minutes until next month’s meeting.

4. Expenditures:  Approved as submitted.

5. Reports:  EMS, Fire Dept., Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, Antrim County E911 Central Dispatch, and Planning Commission representative reports were accepted.  It was requested that Fire Dept. reports identify unit numbers.

6. Announcements/Correspondence: Volunteers are needed for future vacancies on Township Boards & Commissions.  Additional EMS & Fire Dept. Personnel are always needed.  Employment Applications are available in the Township Office. 

7. Planning Commission Appointment: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve Schmidt’s appointment of Jim King to the Planning Commission.

8. Planning Commission Correspondence Re Weekly Rentals of Homes in R-1 Zone: No action pending a statement from the Zoning Administrator re his interpretation of the zoning ordinance regarding weekly rentals in R-1.

9. Proposed Public Safety Building (PSB): Update by Schmidt and discussion. Motion by Schmidt, seconded and passed 5-0 to approve the proposed amendment to the PSB agreement with DEM Architects & Associates to facilitate the design of the possible combination of the PSB and Township Hall into one structure.

10. Kruger Road Paving-2005: Discussion.  Schmidt to get updated estimate of costs from the Road Commission.

11. Township’s Farmland and Open Space Development Rights Ordinance-A. Martel: Martel stated he feels the ordinance is a bad ordinance for the farmers and the township and expressed his concerns regarding Section 3, C that covers financing of the program, in view of the defeat of the proposal on the November 2004 election ballot.  Discussion.  Motion by Martel that, as a means of showing good faith to the voters of Torch Lake Township who voted to defeat additional taxes for the purchase of farmland development rights, the Section 3, Part C of the Torch Lake Township Farmland and Open Space Development Rights Ordinance #04-01 be removed from the ordinance.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Motion by Martel that, as a means of showing good faith to the voters of Torch Lake Township who voted to defeat additional taxes for the purchase of farmland development rights, the Section 3, Part C of the Torch Lake Township Farmland and Open Space Development of Rights Ordinance #04-01 that this board will use no monies as allowed under this section without a vote of the people of the township.  The motion died for lack of support.

12. Township Board Concerns:  Schmidt and Schultz will be at the Michigan Township Association conference the week of Jan. 24.  In response to inquiry, Schmidt stated he is getting documentation together to have the Third St. road end on next month’s agenda.  Leech gave an update on the consolidation of elections advising that township residents in the Elk Rapids School District will vote in our township hall and township residents in the Central Lake School District will be voting in the Central Lake Township hall, with the first school election to be May 3.  At Parker’s request, Schmidt will get a quote as to the cost to have the township attorney attend board and planning commission meetings.  Martel inquired re monies available for trustee activity. 

13. Public Comments: J. Gurr, Helena Twp. Trustee, made comments advocating township government and spoke against Farmland and Open Space Development Rights Ordinance. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:15p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

