Minutes of Torch Lake Township Board meeting of June 17, 2003

Township Hall, Eastport

Present:  Schultz, Leech, Schmidt 


 Audience 8

Absent:  Stillings, Parker

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. Public Comments: None

3. Minutes of the May 20, 2003 regular board meeting were approved and filed for audit.

4. Expenditures for all township funds were approved as submitted.

5. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator, and AC 911 Central Dispatch.  

6. Announcements: Antrim County Planning Commission will host a Master Plan Visioning Session at the Township Hall on 7/23 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Firemen’s Field Day will be 8/2/03 at AC Barnes Park.  Summer taxes will be mailed soon and will be payable July 1 thru September 14 without penalty.

7. Lot 13, Golden Beach Drive-Update by Heidi Lang: Ms. Lang explained why the man-made ditch is deemed to be a stream and why she feels a request to fill the ditch would not be approved by the DEQ.  Ms. Lang indicated that, if asked for her input from the DEQ, she would not be able to support the issuance of a permit for that purpose.   The beach erosion being a major concern, Ms. Lang recommends the stream be rerouted so as to empty into a rock basin to be located at the beach area on the south boundary of the Mitchell property.  This will affect about the last 30’ of the stream and should alleviate the problem of the beach erosion as well as the flow onto the Mitchell property.  In consultation with her, the DEQ supervisor indicated that there should not be a DEQ objection to this plan if approved by the board.  The board authorized up to $750 toward cost of rerouting the water flow to the catch basin on the Mitchell property.  Due to absence of two board members, the subject of proceeding with an application to the DEQ to fill the ditch was deferred to the next meeting. 

8. Fireworks Display Permit Request:  Motion by Leech, seconded, and passed 3-0 with 2 absent, to approve the Fireworks Display Permit Request received from Jerry Stalo subject to his providing proof of insurance coverage of at least $1,000,000 with the Township as co-insured, the recommendation for approval from Fire Chief Stan Dawson, a statement of clean-up responsibility in writing, and, if possible, a local fire truck be on standby during the display.

9. Lot Split Request-Carlene Schroeder: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 3-0 with 2 absent to approve the request from Carlene Schroeder to split Lots 25, 26 and 27 of Supervisors Plat of Torch Echoes Subdivision, that were previously split into two conforming lots, to three conforming lots as specified in her letter of June 9.

10. Hall Rental Request: Motion by Leech, seconded and passed 3-0 with 2 absent to approve the request from C. Widerstedt for rental of the hall from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. for 8 weeks from July 3 thru August 21 for yoga classes.

11. Household Waste Collections: The board approved a letter be sent by the supervisor in support of development of a household hazardous waste collection program for Antrim County.

12. Board Concerns: Schmidt suggested the board consider giving the EMS Director and Fire Chief more authority in the hiring of personnel in their departments.  Leech inquired of ramp attendant hiring status.

13. Public Comments: None.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

