MINUTES OF JULY 17, 2001 TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, 7:30 P.M.

Present:  Schmidt, Stillings, Parker, Schultz, Leech                               Audience: 18

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting was convened at 7:30 p.m.
2. Minutes of the 6/19/2001 regular board meeting were approved and filed for audit.

3. Approval was given for township expenditures as submitted plus approval of monthly payroll check for S. Dorland.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer, Zoning Administrator and Antrim County E911 Central Dispatch.

5. Public Comments:  L. Ministeri, representing the Johnsons, inquired of the board’s position regarding the planting of trees to replace the diseased locust trees that were removed in the road right of way.
  Discussion.  To clarify the board’s position, it was moved by Stillings and seconded that the board take no position in either direction and take a neutral position on the replanting of trees in the Third St. right-of-way.  Roll call vote: aye – Stillings, Schultz, Parker, Leech; nay – Schmidt.  Passed 4-1.  E. Knoechel inquired of road paving status.  E. Knoechel inquired of a recent newspaper article regarding the proposal of certain townships to fund Life Link.  He also inquired whether there has been recent discussion with Central Lake Township to contract with Torch Lake Township for EMS service.  Discussion.  T. Welch, based on conversation with the sheriff, suggested the township contract with the Sheriff’s Department to enforce the township’s ordinances.  Discussion.  Schmidt will contact the Sheriff for clarification.  Stillings suggested the Land Use Ordinance be posted at applicable sites.  W. Laakko referred to a recent newspaper article in which it was stated Torch Lake Township does not support the County Wetland Ordinance.  He also inquired if the motion made at the June meeting to support the Road Commission in the defense of a road width determination was meant to be precedent setting.  He was informed that it is not.

6. Announcements/Correspondence: Reminder that Fireman’s Field Day is Saturday, August 4.  Letter of June 19 from M. Price was read in which she suggests Township Hall be carpeted.  Letter of July 2 from K. Christenson was read requesting improved maintenance at the Barnes Road end access to Torch Lake.

7. Liquor Control Commission Approval Notice: D. Campbell, attorney for the applicant, requested the Township Board recommend approval of the application for liquor license transfer from Deakin Enterprises, Inc. to Better World Enterprises, Inc. He requested no action be taken on the application to transfer the liquor license from Better World Enterprises, Inc. to Torch Lake Pub & Grill, Inc.  Discussion.  It was moved by Schmidt and seconded to approve the resolution to recommend approval of the transfer of the license from Deakin Enterprises, Inc. to Better World Enterprises, Inc. as per Req. ID #126305.  Roll call vote: aye – Schmidt, Parker, Schultz, Leech, Stillings; nay – none.  Passed 5-0.
8. Minor gravel improvement in Day Park drive: Discussion.  It was moved by Parker, seconded and passed unanimously to proceed with the gravel improvement not to exceed $1500 and with at least 2 bids.

9. Sealed bids for EMS building addition: Bids were opened from Antrim Enterprises, Inc. in the amount of $43,500 with a $700 deduct to delete the 3rd heating zone and J & W Construction for $46,685 with a $2500 deduct to delete the 3rd heating zone.  It was moved by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the bid from Antrim Enterprises contingent on two favorable commercial references.  It was the consensus of the board that the 3rd heating zone should be included in the work.
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11. 10.  General Fund Budget Amendment: Resolution by Schmidt and seconded by Parker to amend the General Fund Budget to transfer $191 from the contingency fund to the Pension cost center account 101 861 715.  Roll call vote: aye – Leech, Parker, Schultz, Stillings, Schmidt; nay – none.  Passed 5 – 0.

12. Board Concerns: Salary of hall rental manager discussed. It was moved by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously to pay the hall rental manager $35 month to be paid quarterly.  Motion by Parker and seconded to accept the recommendation of the EMS Interview Committee and offer EMS employment to Don Leys.  Roll call vote: aye – Schmidt, Parker, Leech, Stillings, Shultz; nay – none.  Passed unanimously.  Concept of having interested residents act as caretakers to oversee lake accesses was introduced and will be given consideration by the board at a future meeting.  Enforcement of ordinances was discussed.  Board reminded to complete the Municipal Survey and return to the clerk prior to August 15.  Length of time given to item 5, Public Comments, was discussed.

13. Public Comments: Knoechel inquired of street signs for the new road off of Dock Rd. and also for South St.  Welch said there is a need for more bumpers at the public dock.  Knoechel inquired about enforcement of ordinance regarding real estate signs.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

