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MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING OF AUGUST 17, 1999

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

Present:  Norris, Leech, Schmidt, Parker, Hubbell                                               Audience: 13

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting called to order at 7:35 p.m. 

2. Minutes of the July 20, 1999 meeting were approved and filed for audit with an addition to item #10 requested by Parker to add a statement that the insurance company had stated our liability was not affected by whether there was night lighting or not.

3. Expenditures were approved as submitted for all funds.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer and Zoning Administrator.  Verbal reports were received from T. Scally on the road improvements, S. Wolfe on the Traverse Bay Nature Preserve and R. Norris on the EMS employee policy committee.

5. Public Comments: It was suggested that any purchases for the benefit of the Fire Dept. from Fireman’s Field Day proceeds be announced and publicized.

6. Announcements/Correspondence: 1) Annual Firemen’s Breakfast for “Jerry’s Kids” will be held 8/22/99 at the Township Hall from 8:30a.m. to 12 noon; 2) volunteers are still needed to serve on various Township commissions and committees; 3) the postal service has tentatively scheduled an open meeting on the relocation of the Eastport post office for 9/7/99 at 7:30 p.m. in the Township Hall; 4)the Central Lake District Library has requested a school district election be held on October 18 to ask for one mill for 20 years.

7. Torch Bay Nature Preserve Land Use Ordinance draft of 8/17/99 was discussed and changes made as follows:  Section 1  - insert “the” before “land”; Section 2 B – change “for” to “on” and insert “in” before “the”; insert “Bringing of glass containers” as 2D and renumber remaining items; 2K – remove “obscene” and add “of an obscene nature” at end of sentence; 2L – change “and” to “or”; 2M – delete “illegal” and add “or substances” at end of sentence; 2P – change “park” to “parking”; 2Q – change “construct” to “construction” and “make” to “making of”.   Norris moved, and it was seconded, to adopt the ordinance with the changes noted.  Roll call vote: aye – Schmidt, Hubbell, Norris, Leech, Parker; nay – none.

8. Grounds Keeper Interview Committee Recommendation: Parker moved, and it was seconded and passed unanimously, to accept the recommendation of the interview committee as stated in Schmidt’s letter of August 15 to the board and not offer employment to the subject candidate.

9. Day Park Manager Compensation Discussion: no action.

10. Board Concerns: 1) The board approved a proposed Eastport sign submitted by UTLA to replace the present sign.  UTLA will cover costs.   2) Schmidt reported on the State Police Resident Trooper Program.  3) A letter will be sent to Lifelink on the contract status as recommended by the township attorney.  4) The board took a 10 minute break to read the correspondence from the attorney received just prior to the meeting.  It was moved by Schmidt and seconded to go into closed session to discuss the confidential letter which pertained to current litigation.  Norris noted board policy requires information on agenda items to be distributed to the board at least 24 hours prior to the meeting and she was reluctant to suspend the rules.  Roll call vote: Aye-Hubbell, Schmidt, Parker, Leech; nay – Norris.  Motion passed 4-1.  The board went into closed session at 9:45 p.m.  and returned to open session at 10:00 p.m.  No action.  A special board meeting will be held on Friday, August 20, at either 8:30 a.m. or 9:00 a.m., whichever the attorney can schedule, to discuss the proposed agreement between the township and East Bay Excavating to place restrictive covenants on their property.  5) The board agreed compensation of substitutes for the EMS day crew will be based on license, $40 for EMT’s and $30 for MFR’s.  It was moved by Schmidt and seconded to pay time and a half to EMS crews who work on New Year’s Day, Christmas Day, Easter and Thanksgiving effective 
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immediately.  The motion passed 4 – 1 with Parker voting against because of his opposition to making pay changes in mid-budget year.

11. Public Concerns: none.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting. 

Doris Leech

Township Clerk

