MINUTES OF TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF MAY 18, 1999

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, 7:30 P.M.

Present:  Schmidt, Parker, Leech, Norris, Hubbell                            Audience: 15

Absent:  None

1. The pledge to the flag was given and Supervisor Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.         Helen Paul, representing the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, was presented with a certificate of gratitude from the Township for their contribution of $22,000 toward the purchase of the Torch Lake Township EMS Ambulance.

2. Minutes of the April 20, 1999 meeting was approved.  Minutes of the May 4, 1999 special board meeting were approved with the correction in #4 that it was Hubbell and not Norris who went to view the property.  The minutes are filed for audit.

3. Check approval was given for the Township, Fire Dept. and EMS expenditures as submitted.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer and Zoning Administrator.   A road improvement report was submitted by T. Sommerfeldt and a verbal report on recycling was given by E. Knoechel who stated Prevo’s is now accepting dry and clean plastic bags for recycling.

5. There were no public comments.

6. Announcements: volunteers are needed to serve on various Township commissions and committees.

7. Cemetery and Parks Groundskeeper positions:  A letter was read from C. Shaffner on the present condition of the cemetery and day park.  Schmidt reported the findings of the interview committee and discussion followed.  It was moved by Parker and seconded to accept the recommendation of the interview committee and offer employment as groundskeeper to Lahoma Lemanski.  Roll call vote:  aye – Parker, Norris, Hubbell, Schmidt Leech; nay – none.  Motion passed unanimously.  It was moved by Norris and seconded to accept the recommendation of the interview committee and offer employment as groundskeeper to Thomas Berst.  Roll call vote:  aye- Schmidt, Hubbell, Parker, Leech Norris; nay – none.  The motion was passed unanimously.

8. Zoning Ordinance Amendment:  The proposed revisions dated March 9, 1999 were returned to the Planning Commission for further consideration in the following areas.

Page 1 - Definition of structure—Sec. 19.02 requires all “structures” to have a zoning permit.

Page 2 – Definition of Home Occupation—suggest further review as enforcement problems can be anticipated in restricting to members of the family and 25% of the floor area.  Definition of basement—review,  recommend “level” in lieu of “story”.

Page 4 – Section 2.16 B 2 and 3– clarify “50%” reference and suggest change use of “distance”  in connection with “area”.   Sec. 6.02A.3.—recommend omit “area”.

Page 5 – Sec. 6.02A4—recommend omit “area”.  Sec. 6.02A5—simplify.  Suggestion for last sentence “The floor of the uppermost level used for human occupancy shall be no more than ….”.

It was suggested that all areas referring to “lot line setback areas” be reviewed for proper usage.

9.    
