MINUTES OF JANUARY 14, 1999 REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

PRESENT:  SCHMIDT, PARKER, LEECH, NORRIS, HUBBELL AND AUDIENCE OF 12

ABSENT:  NONE

1. The pledge to the flag was given and the meeting convened at 7:30 p.m.

2. The minutes of the Dec. 15, 1998 regular meeting, Jan. 8, 1999 special meeting and Jan. 8, 1999 closed session minutes were approved with changes to the Jan. 8 meetings.  The Jan. 8 special meeting minutes were changed to include “Section 19.05.2” at the end of the first paragraph; “The Ellisons were given two weeks to give the Township board a preference on these options.” was added to the fifth paragraph; and “The board was placed under oath by the supervisor and asked if they were members of the Friends of Torch Lake Township, Inc.” was inserted in the fourth paragraph to precede the sentence “Each one denied membership in the organization.”  Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded and passed unanimously by roll call vote to go into closed session to discuss the minutes of the Jan. 8, 1999 closed meeting.  Aye vote: Hubbell, Norris, Schmidt, Parker, Leech.  Nay vote: none.  The board went into closed session at  7:45 p.m. and returned at 7:50 p.m.  The board approved the Jan. 8 closed meeting minutes with the change noted and also approved the minutes of the Jan. 14 closed session as submitted.  All minutes are filed for audit.

3. Township, Fire Dept.  and EMS checks were approved as submitted.

4. Reports were accepted from the EMS Director, Fire Chief, Treasurer and Zoning Administrator.  The board expressed thanks to Art and Phyllis Anderson who donated a blood pressure set to the EMS loan out closet.  E. Knoechel said a grant application was submitted to the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippawa Indians for assistance in the Ambulance purchase and there may be a response by the end of January.  Schmidt read an update received from the Zoning administrator on the Burfiend zoning violation which reported a big improvement at the property and recommended additional time be given to her to come into compliance with the Zoning Ordinance.  Schmidt gave a verbal report on the meeting he, Sommerfeldt and Smith attended with Fred Hunt, manager of the Road Commission.  Hunt gave assurance to them that the Road Commission can do all of the road requests.  They were told the Road Commission does what they can regarding brining and anti-dust control but the well brine is DNR regulated with only 3 applications permitted on any one road and the calcium chloride application is expensive and they will discuss it if the Township is willing to participate in the payment of same.  There was no commitment on patch-work and they do not do any lining of roads on local roads.  Sommerfeldt gave a verbal report on the Road Commission meeting which he and Scally attended.  Anti-dust control was discussed and will be evaluated at a later date.

5. Public Comment: Russ Graves spoke on dust control, expressing hope something can be worked out to assist in the treatment of Bay Colony and all the township roads.  E. Knoechel reported on problems Village Cable has had, some of them due to snow in the dish interfering with reception.  Knoechel inquired if the Township is doing anything to assist in the relocation of the post office and urged some civic involvement.  The consensus of the board was that Schmidt talk with the postmaster to see if he feels a letter from the Township to the Grand Rapids officials will be helpful.  If he does, Schmidt will write a letter.  

6. Announcements:  Volunteers are still needed to serve on various Township commissions and committees.

7. EMS Training Agreement:  Ditlow’s letter of Jan. 4, 1999 to the Township board with a suggested agreement attached was discussed at length.  The board liked the suggestion of payment for class hours as a bonus for completing the course.  Ditlow and Schmidt will re-work the proposed agreement and submit to the board for approval.
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8. EMS Financial Contract Proposals: Ditlow’s letter of Jan. 8, 1999 to the board recommended  Banks and Central Lake Townships be asked for a contribution toward the cost of the EMS operations inasmuch as our EMS services a portion of each township.  The subject was discussed at length.  In the past year, 29% of EMS billings have been to Central Lake Township residents and 13% have been to Banks Township residents.  It was agreed that for the first year, Central Lake Township would be asked for $6600 and Banks Township $3600, representing 25% of what they would pay if they were paying their full share based on percentage of billings.  The board concurred that Ditlow and Parker should make a presentation to both Banks and Central Lake Township boards and request funds.

9. West Torch Lake Drive: The Road Commission would like to improve West Torch Lake Drive next summer, which is not on the Townships schedule for the first year of the Road Improvement Program.  The total estimated cost for grinding, mixing calcium-chloride with the base and repaving from Barnes Road to the Torch Lake/Milton Township line is $112,322.  Their offer to the Township is for the Township to reimburse the Road Commission a total of $25,000, $20,000 to be paid after project completion and the remaining $5,000 after January 1, 2000.   The Road Commission has indicated that if there is a problem in making the full $20,000 payment, there can be a deferment.  It was moved by Schmidt, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve the contract with the Road Commission with the stipulation that $10,000 can be deferred, if necessary.

10. Auditor Contract: It was moved by Parker, seconded and passed unanimously to support Leech’s recommendation to contract with Tobin & Co. to perform the Township audit for the 1998-1999 fiscal year.

11. Municipal Civil Infractions: Schmidt recommended a later meeting be scheduled to discuss the subject.  

12. Board concerns: The board approved the new wording relating to EMS shift employees on the 98-99 Pay Schedule Draft of 1/12/99 submitted by Schmidt.  The board concurred Schmidt should ask Derman to respond to Burfiend by letter to encourage continuation of clean up.  The Zoning Administrator is to be asked to get pictures of the Potrafke property and report to the court.  Norris referred to an article in Capitol Currents, Dec. ’98 issue, in which it was stated Townships are required to have an appointed fence viewer and suggested it be discussed next month.  Norris referred to an article in Capitol Currents, Jan. ’99 issue, stating there is new legislation that special assessments are to be levied on taxable value instead of SEV after Dec. 31, 1998.  There was discussion.

13. Public concerns: Cowell questioned lack of zoning violations appearing on the Zoning Administrator’s report.  Knoechel questioned status of Pine Hill Nursery.  Schmidt said Eckenberg had done a visual inspection and found no construction or preparation for construction in violation of the township zoning ordinance.  Knoechel inquired basis of lawsuit.  It was suggested he read the case file.  Nogle inquired if there had been any action on his suggestion that a direct 911 line be put in at Fire Station #2.  Schmidt will check with Dawson.  

The board discussed holding a special meeting on Monday, February 8, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss Municipal Civil Infractions.  If none of the board members report a conflict with that date to the supervisor, the meeting will be scheduled.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m.  These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular board meeting.

Doris Leech, Township Clerk
